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Friendly READER, 
7 HAT is 3 preſented to 05 


view, is written in great Love; 
amd I defire that the Lord by his Hol 
Spirit, may give thee a right unaer- 


[tantling of the Truths herein laid 


down, Our Principles. and Docfrine 
have been very much miſrepreſented, 


and many of our Friends words and 


writings have been wreſted and mi/- 
confirued by many, who wanted Chari- 
1y, which is the;.bond of perfection. 
The 2po/4 ofthe has excellent! ly deſcribed 


, in hir r 2% G pile 16 the Cormthi-. 
Cha 


rity ſuffereth long, Cor. 15. 
and is. a Charity envieth not; 4, 5,6. 


ans, be fait 


Charity vaunteth not itſelf, is not 
puffed up, doth not behave itſelf 
unſeemly, ſeeketh not her own, is 


not eafily provoked, thinketh no 


evil, rejoiceth not in Iniquity, but 
rejoiceth in the Truth. Ob, hat 
it might prevail amongſt the children 
of men univerſally, that Jo there might 

be no enxying cne another . ! Charity is 


— — — — — 


5” _— WT 
5-4 2 1 from 1 eaking evil, or doing e 
%, that it thinketh no Evil: Altho'; 
1Cor. 13. ſaith the -Apofile, I beſtow all my 
| goods to feed the poor, and give my 
| body to be burned, and have not 
„nig It rofiteth me not. I 15 
%y greatly to b deſired," that all might 
| endeavour to - excel therein, that Jo 
| there might be a Holy barmony among ft. 
| the children of men. This treatiſe. 
being ſmall may come into many hands, 
where ſome larger books, that grue a 
more full and particular account of 
our Doctrine and Principles, may na: 
come; and if the obſervations that are 
made on the ſeveral beads touched 
upon, may have the good effett. to re- 
. move Prejudice, and open the under- 
ROE landing of the religious and ue ll 
m minded; it will very much anſwer the 
Eeſere of bim, whowy/hbes well to thee, 
aud all men. 
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Benjamin Holme. | 
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7 | 8 the Lord hath ee 
ful gracious and kind to the chil- 
| dren of men, who were gone a- 
ftray from him, that he has ſent the ſpi- 
rit f his ſon into their hearts,” to be a 
guide and teacher to them; it is 1 
to be deſired, they 
unto it, that ge they may be ena- 
bled to withſtand and reſiſt the enemy of 
their ſouls, in all his temptations and aſ- 


ſaults; for it is certain, as Chriſt ſaid, 


withiur me you can do nothing, we are not 


Gal. 4. 6. * 


1 


might all take heed 


able without the help of is Spirit, to ö 


reſiſt the leaſt temptation ; for in that 


divine Light, which lighteth every man ande ha 1. 9 


comethi into the world, giving men and!“ 
women, a ſight and diſcovery of that 


which is evil, there is power to enable 


them, to withſtand and reſiſt the enemy 


in all his temptations, as they take heed 


to it; but many people are ſtrangers to 


this divine Light ; tho? the apoſtle Paul 
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Eph. 5. 1 
Mat. 4. 1. 
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James 4+ 
1x; Os 


Rev. 21. 
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1 John 
44. 


— 


john I. 8. 


| < 


tells us, how men may know it, he ſaith, 
All things that are reproped,jare made mas 


7] nfeſt by the Eight; for whatſoever oth 


make manifeſt, is Light. It is no ſin 0 be 
tempted, if men ſhut out the temptation, 
as ſoon as it is preſented; for we read 
that Chriſt was tempted ſeveral w Aue 
he overcame the tempter by TO of 
him; the apoſtle 2 — ſaith, reit the 
Devil, and-ohe will flee, T1 draw nigh K 
Cod, and ke "ill draw me, to. you. 
is to this holy Light and Spirit, that ihe 
people ſee the evil, when it is preſented, 
that we'endeavour to turn the mindꝭ of 
the children of men, that thereby they 
y be enabled to withſtand the enemy 


in all his temptations; we read that 2% 


nations of them, which are ſaved, muſt 


23, 24. walk in the Light of. the Lamb: If 4. 


walk in the Light: faith John, as he ig in 
the "Light, ue ſiave fellowſhip one vi 
bob and the Blood of Feſus Chriſt his 


fon, cleamſetſi us from all fu. If all that 


profeſs to be the followers of the Lord 


jeſus Chriſt, did but walk in this holy 


Light, as they ought to do, then they 
would ſhew forth. iltianity 1 in the puri- 
ty of it, and adorn the doctrine of God, 


our Saviour, by their good and holy liv- 


ing: we read, the Light ſhinetit in dark- 
* eſs, and the dar kneſs rale. it nots 
How many that are ſtrangers to this ho- 
i ly Light, which God has cauſed to ſhine 
in men's dark hearts, have ſpoken evil of 
tis; it; 


def iſed ; becauſe they may be evi 
ſpoken of by many, that are ignorant 
them: The way in which the apoſtle 
Paul worſhipped God, ſome that were 
ſtrangers to it, counted it Hereſy, and the 
believers a 2 every where ſpoken againſt, Acts 


any of the rulers or Phariſees, believed on 
4 but this pu le who know not the law?” 
are accurſed. hey were: ſo ignorant, 


that they counted them that believed in [ 
Chriſt accurſed. Many of the children” ' 


of God, have been evilly ſpoken of b 
them that were ſtrangers to the Lord, 


ich he, t knew him not. White Saul 
as ignorant of God, 


— — . ˙— y ·˙⁰ U 5 


it; and alſo of many that have borne teſ- 
timony to it; we read that the apoſtle 
Paul was ſent to turn men from darłneo ß, 
to Light, aud from the power f Satan 
unto God. And this is the great labour 

now of them that are truly the miniſters 

of Chriſt, to turn the children of. men to 

that true light, which we read, Ighẽ,iL 

every man that cometh into the world.John 1. 9. 
This Divine Light ought not to be reject- 

ed, nor the true way of worſhipping God: 


+1 


Jand it was ſaid concerning Chriſt, have 22. 


beuold, faith John, what manner of bo John 3. 
he Father. hath beftowed upon us," that 1, 

au ld be called the ſons of God; there- 
ore the world knoweth us not, becauſe it | 
new him not. He aſſigns the reaſon, _ 
shy the world knew them not, becauſe,. 


he, perſecuted his 


people; and all his learning and ſcholar- 
* 24 * 4 7 a | P- f 
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1, 2, 3» $ 
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ſhip did not give him the knowledge of 


God, nor yet the knowledge of his peo- 
Ple; and Saul yet breathing on threat- 
ning and N againſt the diſciples of 
the L2id, went unto the high prieft, and 


 defired off him letters to Damaſcus; that if 


ſie found any of this way, whether they 
were men or women, he might bring them 
bound to Feruſalem; and as "he four 
neyed to Damaſcus, ſuddenly there ſhined 
round about him a light from Heaven, aud 
he heard a voice, ſaythg, Saul, Saul, why 
perſecuteſt-thou me; and he ſaid, who art 
thou, Lord; and the Lord ſaid, I am Je- 


ſus: whom thou perſecuteſt, it is hard for 
thee to kick again the pricks, It is to be 


I } feared, that many do not know that it 
is the Lord by his Spirit, that inwardly 


* 


as Hereticks, by them that were . 
rant of God; and how many of 


icks them when they do amiſs. Now 
ere is the ground of Perſecution, when 


men know not God, nor them that are 


truly his people; they perſecute the true 


worſhippers of God, as Hereticks : How 


many of the martyrs in Queen Mary's 
days, were perſecuted and put to death 


0 
Friends have been perſecuted unto. deat, 
by them that were ſtrangers: to the Lord 
and his people; but as it was of old, 10 


Gal: 4. 29. it is now; Re that is born after the fleſh 


perſecutes him that is born after the Spi 
ri; we read how Chritt ſaid to his fol: 
lowers, f the uiorld hate you, ye yy 

irt. | hit 


4 


| 9 ] 


that it hated me; bifore it hated vn John 15. 
ye were of the world, the world would 42 19, 20. 


love his own, but becauſe: ye are not of 
the world, but I have choſen you ont of 
the world, therefore the world hateth you: 
Remember the word that 1 ſaid unto yon, 
the ſervant is not greater than the Lord; 
if - they have perfecuted me, they will alſo 
perſecute you. It has often been the lot 
of many of the followers of Chriſt, to 


be perſecuted and reviled, and evilly 


ſpoken of; but our Saviour, to encou- 


rage his diſciples to bear Perſecution, and 


the reproaches and revilings of men, ſaith, 
Bleſſed are ye, when men ſhall revile 
and perſecute you, and ſhall ſay all 

ner M evil againft you, falſely for my 


ſake, rejoice and be exceeding glad, for 


great is your reward in Heaven, for ſo per- 
ſecuted they the prophets which were before 
yo Altho' they that believed in Chriſt, 
were accounted accurſed by ſome, it was 
happy for chem, who did believe in, and 
receive him, to them he gave power to be- 
come the Sons of God. This is the great 


they are ſubject to him; they do not on- 
ly receive power to conquer their luſts 
and paſſions, but alſo to do the will of 
God, and keep his commands. But how 


many, that are ſtrangers to the inward 


appearance of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by 
his Light and Spirit in men's hearts, war 
= Z rh looke 
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mau. 1, 12 


John 1.12 


bleſſing which they have, that receive 
Chriſt by his Spirit into their hearts. As 
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T 0 74 
7 booked it as ſtrange doctrine to 
(ok 55 preach.C riſt within; 2 is the myſtery, 
* "which hath been hid From ages, and from 
geperations, but now is made manifeſt 10 
fus Saints, 10 whom God would make known 
what is the. riches of the glory of this 
| myſtery among the Gentiles, "which is 
Chriſt in you, the hope of. glory. And 
when ſome of our Friends have born teſ- 
timony to that Divine Light, which light- 
eth every man that cometh mto the world, 
many have made a wonder of it, oy 
the Light could be in men; and 
ſpoken flightly of the Spirit, altho* — 
Ram A read, as many as are led by the Spirit of 


John 1. 9. 


55 Pom. 8.9. "* God, they are the ſons of God. If any 


man, faith the Apoſtle, hath not the Si. 

rit , Chrift, he 1s none of his. If men 

[8 not this Spirit for their guide, they 
cannot be chriſtians, nor members of 
_ Chriſt's church, alrho' they may be ſtrict 
in, obſerving of a great many outward 
obſervations; for we read, that in Chriſt 
'Feſus, neither Circumciſion, nor Uncircum- 
ciſion availeth any thing, but a new crea- 
ture. It is as men come to be born of 

the Divnie nature, being created anew 

in Chriſt Jefus; unto good works, that 

they conie to have a right underſtand- 

ing of the things of God; I thank! thee 

Mat. 11. O Father, ſaid Chriſt, Land. 6 heaven 
25, 26, and carth, becauſe. thou haſt hid. theſe 
| things from tlie wiſe and priddent, "and 
haſt A them unto babes, even ſo fa 
ther, 


— — — — — — ſl—— : 1 — —— — - 1 — —— — ——ñ—ñͤ — 


2. ⁵— nm mm an 1... 
— — 
6 ——y — — — — 


. — —˙ * er er 


ther, for ſo it ſeemed good in thy fight. 
He that is truly a child of God, and born 
of his Spirit, has more true and ſenſible 
knowledge of God, and alſo of the myſ- 
teries of his Kingdom, than men in their 
natural and unconverted ſtate can attain 
_ unto, by all their wiſdom and parts; for 
we read, that the natural man receiveth 


not the things of the Spirit of God, for 1 Car. 2. 
they are fooliſhneſs unto him; neither can + 


he know them, becauſe they are ſpiritual 
ly diſcerned. They are beyond his reach | 
and comprehenſion, the apoſtle faith, * 


„ 
j ? 


prove. all things, and hold faſt that which" Theſ. 5. 1 


is good. Now the way for men to have 


a right and clear diſcovery of the truth, 
is to come to that Divine Light, which 
God has cauſed to ſhine in men's hearts; 
the apoſtle ſaith, God who commanded the 


Light, to ſhine out of darkneſs, hath ſhined® Cor. 4.6 ki 


in our hearts, to give the Light of the 
knowledge of the Glory of God, in the 
face of Jeſus Chriſt. 

And as the Lord by his Light, gives 
thee a ſight and diſcovery of the truth, 
I deſire that thou mayeſt embrace it, and 
join with it; ke Lord, ſaith the prophet, 
has ſhewed 19 thee, O man, what is good 


and what he requires of thee, to do juſtly, Mica 6. * 


love mercy, aud 'walk humbly with thy 
God, Now the Lord by his Holy Light 
doth not only ſhew men that which is 
good, and what he requires of them ; 
but he is here to ſhew them that which 
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is evil, in its very firſt appearance; he 
that fhews to man his thoughts, ſaith the 
prophet, the Lord of Hoſts is his name; 
the apoſtle ſaith, whatſoever makes ma- 
mfeft, is Light, and whatſoever is reprov- 
ed, 1s made manifeſt by the Light. Now 
this Holy Light, which gives men a ſight 
and diſcovery of that which is Evil, 


when it is preſented, is the great Touch- 


ſtone, that we deſire all may come to. 


If men do not take heed to this, they 
may ſoon err in judgment, and receive 


and embrace falſe doctrine, and wrong 


Principles. And NY falle 
and wrong Opinions doth very much o- 


pen a door for wrong NOONE. If men 
7 


once entertain a belief, that there is no 


poſſibility of their conquering and over- 


coming their corruptions while here, what 
encouragement is there, for them to war 


. againſt them; or if they believe that 
there is a Purgatory, or a place in which 
they may be cleanſed from their ſins af- 
ter death, it is no wonder, if they live 
to fulfil and gratify their own carnal de- 


ſires and inclinations. But it is his work, 


that was a liar from the beginning, to 


perſuade men to believe this; we do not 


read, that the rich man, that we have 
an account of in Luke, met with way 


place of cleanſing after death. And if 
men entertain a belief, that God has be- 
fore ordained a great part of mankind to 
. periſh, and the reſt to be ſaved; and that 
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the numbers are ſo fixed, that none can 
be diminiſhed from them, that are to 
periſh, or any added to the number of 
them, that are to be ſaved, what need 
any body take any care about another 
world: This doctrine doth very much de- 
ſtroy religion and chriſtianity. I believe 
ſome have been ſo darkened in their un- 
derſtandings, that they have not ſtuck 
to ſay, that God has fore-ordained what- 
ever comes to paſs; that he has appoint- 
ed the murderer to murder, and the thief 
to ſteal, that ſo they might conſequently - 
periſh. How contrary is this doctrine to 
what we read in the Holy Scripture, 
where the Lord has faid, as he lives heEzek. 33: 
hath no pleaſure in the death of a finner, Ii: 
but rather that he ſhould return and live ; [ 1 
and altho'.we read that they have built Jer. 5. if 
the high places of Tophet, which is in the 31. 
valley of the ſon of Hin nom, to burn their 
ſons and daughters in the fire, yet ſaith 
the Lord, I commanded them not, neither 
came it into my heart. Altho? this came 
to paſs, the Lord was ſo far from ordain- 
ing it, that ſpeaking after the manner of 
men, he ſaid, it came not into has heart: 
It would be abominable to ſay, That 
God ordains all the wicked things which 
come to paſs. I with that all would be 
careful how they are impoſed upon, to 
receive any doctrines, which are repug- 
nant to the doctrine of Chriſt, and the 
primitive Chriſtians, recorded in the Ho- 
B 2 ly 
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ly Seriptures: And that people would 
compare their doctrine with the doctrine 
there laid down, and fee how they cor- 
reſpond. It has pleaſed God to raiſe up 
a people to preach the ſame doctrine, and 
bear the ſame teſtimony, that the apoſ- 
tles and primitive chriſtians bore ; John 
faith, we are of God, he- that knoweth 
John 4.6 God, heareth us, he that is not of God, 
heareth not us. I deſire that none may 
reject the truth, becauſe it may be held 
forth by a people that are deſpiſed, by 
many that do not rightly know them, 
for you ſee your calling, brethren, how 
that not many wiſe men after the fleſh, 
not many mighty, not many noble, are call- 
ed, but God hath choſen the fooliſh things 
1Cor.1.260f the world to confound the wiſe, and 
God hath choſen the weak things of the 
world, to confound things that are mighty, 
and baſe things of the world, and things 
which are deſpiſed, hath God chyſen; yea, 
and things which are not, to bring to 
nought things that are, that no fleſh may 
glory in his fight. Altho' the moſt of 
them that believed in, and received the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, were not the wiſe and 
mighty, and noble; yet we may con- 
clude ſafely, that ſome of the wiſe, &c. 
did believe in him; and altho' the gene- 
rality of them, that are now come to 
believe in, and receive the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, in his ſpiritual appearance, are 
fot of the wiſe and noble; yet, * 
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be the Lord, ſome ſuch are come to believe 
in, and receive Chriſt by his Spirit into their 
hearts; and that all may thus receive lam, is 
my ſincere deſire. 


1. The Unrver/ality of God's Love in ſend- 
ing bis Son to die for all Men. 


E freely own, that it is the duty of 
the children of men to believe in 
Chriſt, as he did outwardly appear; and we 
hold it to be abſolutely . needtu], that they 
believe in his death and ſufferings, and what 
he has done for. them, without them, where 
it has pleaſed God to afford them the benefit 
of the Holy Scriptures, that declare thereof ; 
yet we believe this outward knowledge is not 
ſo abſolutely eſſential to Salvation, but that 
men may be ſaved by the Lord Jeſus Chrilt, 
that ſuffered upon the croſs for them, if they 
are ſubject to his Spirit in their hearts, taltho? 
their lots may be caſt in ſuch remote parts of 
the world, that they are deprived of the be- 
nefit of the Holy Scriptures, and may know 
nothing of the coming of Chrilt in the Fleſh; 
for the apoſtle Paul, in the 5th of the Ro- 
mans, ſaith, as by the Offence of one, judg- 
ment came upon all men to condemnation, even 


| Jo by the eds © ;4 one, the jreegift cane 
| Mi | bn 


IIuvpon all men to juſtification of life ;* for as | 
| | all men partake of the fruit of Adam's fall, 
' by rew:ſon of that Evil Seed, which thro? | 
| Rim is communicated unto them, which in- | 
| . clines them unto evil, altho many thouſands 
of them never heard of the fall of Adam, nor 
of his eating the forbidden fruit; ſo we be- 
lieve many may, and do receive benefit by 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as they take heed to 
that divine Light and grace which is commu- 
nicated to mankind univerſally, thro' him, 
altho' they may know nothing of his coming 
in the fleſh, Now tho' we hold it abſolutely 
needful, that men believe in the death and ſuf- 
ferings of Chriſt, where they have the benefit 
of the Holy Scriptures, that declare thereof, 
as 1s before obſerved; yet all this Knowledge 
will not entitle to a Part in the Kingdom of 
God, without they\ know him that died for 
them, to ſave them out of thoſe things that 
unfit them for that Holy Kingdom, into 
which nothing that is unclean can enter. 


And, we not only bear teſtimony to the in- 
ward appearance of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
by his Light and Spirit in mens hearts, but 
we as firmly believe that he was born of 
the Virgin Mary, and ſuffered upon the Croſs 
for the Redemption of mankind univerſally ; 

and that he died for us, and roſe again, and 

El aſcended into, Heaven, and is come again 

VT by his Spirit into our Hearts, ſo . ys 
10 
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hold forth his Death and Sufferings in a 
far more extenſive manner, than man 
others do; for a great many will have it, that 
Chriſt only died for the believers, and a part 
of mankind; but we believe according to the 
Scripture, that he taſted Death for every Man, 
but we ſee Jeſus, who was made a little lower 
than the Angels; crowned with Glory and Ho- 
nour, that he by the Grace of God ſhnuld taſte 
Death for every Man.“ My little children, 
theſe things write 1 unto you, that ye fin not : 
and if any man fin, we have an Advocate with 
the Father, Feſus Chriſt the Righteous : and he 
ig the propitiation for our Sins, and not for ours 
only, but alſo for the Sins of the whole World. 
Here is the wonderful Love of God ſet forth 
to mankind univerſally, therefore, as by the 
Offence of one, Fudgment came upon all to con- 
demnation ; even ſo by the Righteouſneſs of one, 
the free gift came upon all men o Juſtification 
of life. So that the Plaſter is as broad as 
the Sore. Now altho? we believe, that Chriſt 
has by his offering up of himſelf once for all, 
cleared the ſcore, ſo far upon the account of 
mankind in general, that no man will periſh 
becauſe of the fin of Adam; yet we do not 
believe that the death and ſufferings of Chriſt, 
without the gates of Jeruſalem, will render 
men juſtified, and acceptable in the ſight of 
God: Except they know him that died for 
them, to redeem them out of actual ſinning, 
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and from thoſe things that unfit them for the 
Kingdom of God. Know ye not, ſaith the 
Apoſtle, hat the unrighieous ſhall not inherit 
the kingdom of God ? Be not decetved; neither 
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 
effeminate, nor abuſers of themſelves with man- 
kind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, 
| nor revilers, nor extortioners, ſhall inherit the 
| kingdom of God; and ſuch were ſome of you, 
but ye are waſhed, but ye are ſanctified, but ye 
are juſiified in the name of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and by the Spirit of our Goa.'* Here 
the Apoſtle has clearly ſet forth, how men are / 
juſtified. Now this is what we are concerned 
| for, that all people may come to know the 
Lord, to work a change in their hearts, and 
' waſh them by his Spirit, He /aved ns by 
the waſhing of regeneration, and the renewing 
of the Holy Ghoſt, which he ſhed on us 
abundantly thre Feſus Chrift our Saviour. 
| Now, here is Salvation and Juſtification by 
| Chriſt, upon a true and right foundation, 
| and ſhe ſhall bring forth a Son, and thou ſhalt 
call his name Jeſus, for he fall. ſave his people 
from their fins. 4 Mark that ſalvation from 
Sin, is the way for men to be ſaved by Chriſt, 
from the wrath to come; for we read, hat 
tribulation and anguiſh will be upon every ſoul 
of man that doth evil, of the Jew firſt, aud alſo 
of the Gentile; || ihere is therefore now, 19 
condemnation to them which are in Carift Jeſus, 
| 2050 
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E 
who walk not after the fleſh, but after the Spi- 
rit.* As men come to witneſs a being waſh- 


ed, and ſanctified, and brought into Chriſt, 


and know their abiding to be in him, they ' 


are redeemed out of thoſe things that bring 
condemnation, 

If any man be in Chriſt, he is a new crea- 
ture, whoſoever abideth in him, finneth not- 
We know, that whoſoever is born of God, fin- 
net not, but he keepeth himſelf, and that wick- 
ed one toucheth him not: He that believes on the 
ſon of God, hath the witneſs in himſelf. T This 
is the ſum of all, for men ſo to live, that they 
have the witneſs in themſelves, that they pleaſe 
God; we read concerning Enoch, that before 
he was tranſlated, he had this teſtimoRY that 
he pleaſed God.“ If our heart condemn us, 
God is greater, and knoweth all things; if our 
heart condemn us not, then have we confidence 
towards God. $ Friendly reader, whoever 
thou art, that art condemned and reproved 
in thyſelf, for that which is evil, I tenderly 
deſire, thou mayeſt turn to that Holy Spirit, 
which doth inwardly reprove thee for it. / 
Igo not away, the Comforter will not come un- 
40 you, but if 1 depart, I will ſend him unto 
you, and when he 1s come, he will reprove the 
world of fin. || Ihe ſame Holy Spirit that 
reproves men for Sin, will not only give them 
power over thoſe things, that they are over- 

come 
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* Rom. viii. 1. +1 John iii. 6. John v. 18. & v. 10. 
9 Heb. xi. 5. $1 John iii. 20, 21. John xvi. 7, 8. 
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come with, which are evil, if they take heed 
unto it; but as they come out of thoſe things 
they are reproved for, it will be a Divine 
Comforter to them, and they will be inward- 
ly juſtified in themſelves. We read, that the 
Grace of God that bringeth ſalvation, hath ap- 


peared unto all men, teaching us, that denying 
ungodlineſs, and worldly luſts, we ſhould live 


ſoberly, righteoufly, aud godly in this preſent 


world, looking for that bleſſed hope, and the 
glorious appearing of the great God, and our 


ſaviour Jeſus Chriſt, who gave himſelf for 1s, 


that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify unto himſelf a peculiar people, zealous 
of good works. * Now altho? the apoſtle has 
here ſo excellently born teſtimony to the Suf- 
ficiency, and Univerſality of the Grace of 
God; many are ſo narrow, that they are not 
willing to own, that Chriſt has died for all, 
nor will they allow, that ſaving grace is giv- 
en to all, altho' we read, that a manifeſtation 
of the Spirit 1s given to every man to profit 
withal. And in the parable of the ſower, 
that went forth to ſow, the ſeed fell on all 
the four ſorts of ground, but it did not bring 
forth fruit to perfection, ſave only in the good 
ground; and the unprofitable ſervant had a 
talent committed to him, which was ſufficient 
for him, if he had but improved it: *Tis 
plain, that the fault was in himſelf; ſo that 


if any man periſh, he is the cauſe of his own 


deſtruc- 
1 


* Tit. ii. 11, 12, 13, 14. 
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deſtruction; as it was ſaid of Hrael, Oh 1/ra- 
e, thou haſt deſtroyed thyſelf, but thy help 
is in me! God gave them of his good Spirit to 
© BWin/truf? them, but they rebelled againſt him. “* 
- Many for want of a right underſtanding, have 
© made a very wrong uſe of Paul's words, in 
he gth of the Romans, for the children being 
ot yet born, neither having done good or evil, 
e What the purpoſe of God according to elettion 
it Wright tand, not of works, but of him that call 
ie , it was ſaid unto her, the elder ſhall ſerve 
'r Wc younger; as 1t 15 written, Jacob have I loved, | 
„ I Efau have I hated. Now the Apoſtle doth | 
4 hot ſay, that before the Children were born, it 
as ſaid, Jacob have I loved, and E/au have 
as W hated, but that the elder ſhould ſerve the 
f. Pounger; and as it is written, Jacob have 7 
wed and Eſau have [ hated. He has reference 
o what is written: read Obadiah, for thy vio- , 
ence againſt thy brother Jacob, ſhame ſhall co | 
er thee, and thou ſhalt be cut off for ever. 9 
f God had hated Hau, and ordained Pha- 
a:h to periſh, before they were born, he 


T, Would have been a reſpecter of perſons, which 
Jl Þ contrary to the Apoſtle Peter's teſtimony, 
ng perceive of a truth, ſaid he, that God is no 


-Ipefter of perſons, but in every nation he 
12 '2areth him, and worketh righteouſneſ\, is 
en with him. || Here are the conditions 


is id chen, upon Which all people may be ac- 11 
at ed of God, for we believe, as it is the Ft 
mn Wi of God, that all men ſhouid be ſaved, he | il 
c- gives bl i! 


ch. ix. 20, 26. + Rom. ix. 11, 12, 13. 8 Obad. i. 10. 1 
| Acts x. 34, 35 18 
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Which he inwardly ſtrives with them, by hi 


was a time, in which they might have been 
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ed, was not in the Lord, but in themſelves 


that they might be gathered; and what vi 
peoſle make of our Saviour's weeping, ove! 
them, if they were before ordained inevitab! 


1 1 J 


gives to every man a day of Viſitation, i 


Holy Spirit to reclaim them, he ſtrove long 
with the people in the old world, and 
Lord ſaid, my Spirit ſhall! not always ſtriv 
with man, becauſe he is alſo fleſh. * There 


ſaved, but they would not be reclaimed fron 
thoſe things that were diſpleaſing to hin 
therefore he cut them off in his wrath; and 
there was alſo a time in which the inhabitan 
of Jeruſalem might have been gathered, bu 
they would not; and our Saviour wept ove 
them, and ſaid, Oz Jeruſalem! Jeruſalem! 
Thou that killeſt the prophets, and ſtoneſt then 
which are ſent unto thee, how. often would | 
have gathered thy Children together, even as ( 
hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, ani 

e would not ® Behold your houſe is left unt 
0 s Holate. Þ Chriſt did not ſay, they could 
not be gathered, but ſaid, thou would(t not 
ſo that the reaſon why they were not gather 


but if God by a ſecret decree had before 
hand determined their deſtruction, why ſhoul 
he have ſent his ſe1vants to them, in ord: 


to periſh. I wiſh all may conſider thei 
things ſeriouſly; the Apoſtle ſaith, what | 


God, willing to ſhew his wrath, and make hi 


Powe 


Gen vi 3. + Matt. xxiii, 37, 38, 
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power known, endured with much ' long-ſuffermg 


the veſſels of wwrath fitted to deftruftion ;* and 
why is this long ſuffering, but in order that 


they may be gained upon; why was the long- 
ſuffering of God, lich waited in the days of 
Noah, «ule the ark was preparmg, F but that 
they might be reclaimed from their wrong 
doings : when Pharaoh had refuſed to let 1/rael 
go, and ſaid, who is the Lord, that { ſhould obey 
his voice, to let Iſrael go? I know not, ſaid he; 
the Lord, neither will I let HVael go; then we 
read, that the Lord ſaid, I will harden Pharaoh's 


heart, and multiply my ſigns, and my wonders in 
the land of Egypt; and the Lord ſhewed his 
power in his deſtruction, as he did in the de- 


ſtruction of the old world; but let it be con- 
ſidered, that they brought this upon them- 
ſelves, by their rebelling againſt him; for why 
ſhould the Lord have ſtriven with the old world, 
if he had determined their deſtruction before- 


hand. Friendly reader, I deſire the Lord may 


open thy -underſtanding, by his Holy Spirit, 
that thou mayeſt havea right diſcerning of theſe 
things, Peter (ſaith, account that the long-ſuffering 
of our Lord is ſalvation, even as our belqued bro- 
ther Paul alſo, according to the wiſdom given unto 
hum, hath written unto you, as alſo in all his epi- 


tles, ſpeaking. in them of theſe things, in which 


ure ſome things hard to be underſtood, which the 
that are unlearned, and unſtable, wreſt, as they do 
alſo the other. ſcriptures, unto their own. deſtrice 

het | onen tion. 
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* Rom, ix, 22. f 1 Pet. iii. 20. f Exod, v. ii, 
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tion. & If Peter had meant, that it was them 
that were outwardly unlearned, that wreſted 


Pauls words, we read, that he and John were 
both ſaid to be unlearned and ignorant me 


now when they ſaw the boldneſs of Peter and John, 
and percerved that they were unlearned and igno- 
rant men, they marvelled, ' and they took knows- 
ledge of them, that they had been with Jeſus.* 
It was they then, and it is ſuch now, as are 
unlearned in the ſchool of Chrift, that did, and 
do wreſt Paul's words; and if people do not 
come to learn of Chrift, it is no wonder if they 
put wrong and groſs conſtructions upon many 
places of the Holy Scriptures, but although this 
place has been made very ill uſe of by many, 
the Apoſtle Paul, doth give ample and full 
teſtimony of the good will of God to mankind, 


Texhort faith he, therefore, that firſt of all, ſup- 
' plications, prayers, interceſſions, and giving of 


thanks, be made for all men; for Kings, and for 
all that are in authority, that we may lead a quiet 
and peaceable life, in all godlineſs and honeſty ; 
for this is good and acceptable in the fight of God, 
our Saviour, who. will. have all men to be ſaved, 
and to come unto the knowledge of the truth + If the 
Apoſtle had believed, that a part of mankind 


; were ordained to periſh, before they were born, 


he would not have advifed Trmathy to pray for 
ail men, and told him, that it was the will of 
God, that all men ſhould be ſaved; ſo that if 


any man periſh, as is before obſer ved, the fault is 


in bimſelf, Jay unto them, as Ilive, ſaith the Lord 


God, 


— 


* Pet. iii. 15. 16. As iv. 13. 
1 1 Tim. ii. 1, 2, 3, 4. 
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God, I have no pleaſure in the death of the wicked, 


* but that the wicked turn from his way and live. 


WV hen I. /hall ſay to the righteous, that he ſhall ſurely 


live; if he truft to his own righteouſneſs, and com- | 


mit iniquity ; all his righteouſneſs ſhall not be re- 
membred, but for hus iniquity that he hath commit- 
ted, he ſhall die for it. Again, when I ſay unto 
the wicked, thou ſhalt ſurely dis: If he turn from 
his fin, and do that which is lawful and righit; if 
the wicked reſtore the pleuge, give again that he 
had robbed, walk in the ſtatutes of life, without 


committing iniquity ; he ſhall ſurely' live, he ſhall 


not die.* - I wiſh that all might ſeriouſly conſider 
this, and that all who think they ſtand, and 
are ſecure, may take heed leſt they fall; and 
that they who have gone into evil things, may 


be encouragęd to return to the Lord, by true re- 


pentance, and amendment of life, „that they 
may find mercy at his hand, as the Prophet 
faith, let the wicked forſake his way, and the un- 


righteous man his thoughts, and return to th? Lord, 


and he will have mercy, and to our God, and he. 


will abundantly pardon. . We are not of their 
mind, that ſay, once in grace, and ever in 
grace, or that the leaſt degree of true and ſav- 
ing grace cannot be fallen from; but we be- 
lieve men may now, as ſome of old did, make 
ſhipwreck of faith and a good conſcience; and 
from what is before ſaid, it is plain, that a 
righteous man may turn from his righteouſ- 


neſs, therefore it is good for all to be watchful: 


What I ſay io you, ſaid C, to his follow- 
5 SY: 4 ers, 


Ezek. xxzIIi. 11, 13, 14, 15. 
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ers, I ſay to all watch. No min is longer ſafe 
than he is upon his watch. It was when David 
and Peter were off their watch, that they fell, 
and the miſcarriages that are amongſt the chil- 
dren of men, are owing to their unwatchful- 
neſs; not bur that we believe, the grace and 
good ſpirit of God is ſufficient to keep men 
from filling, and inning, and out of all evil 
nd hurtful things, as they take heed unto it ; 
unito which grace, friendly reader, I commend 
tber for ſafety and preſervation. 
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a 12 5 Concerning the Holy &. criptures, | 
WI E highly eſteem the Holy Scriptures of | 


the old and new Teſtament, and we | 
'. bleſs the Lord, and have great cauſe ſo to do, 
that the excellent counſel therein contained, 
which proceeded from the Spirit of God, is pre- 
ſerved upon record unto this day; and it is a 
great favour, that we hve under ſuch a govern- 
ment, that we have the liberty to read them, | 
this being a privilege that many called Chriſ- 
tians are deprived of, in ſomè other countries; 
and | wiſh that all would be frequent in read- : 
ing of them: The Apoſtle Paul commended | 
Timothy, in that from a child he had known the 
holy ſcriptures, which ſaith he, are able to make 
thee wiſe unto ſalvation, through faith, whuch is 
in Chriſt Jeſus. All ſcripture given by inſpira- | 
tion of God, is profitable for doctrine, for re proof, 


er re, 2 1 in righteouſneſs, that 
_ the 


117 J 
. e man of Gad may be perfect, thoroughly fur » 
F 1ifhed unto all good wor. Le ſearch the ſcrip= || 
„ tures, ſaid Chriſt, for in them ye thank ys, have 4 
is eternal life, and they are they which teftify of me, | 
CY and ye will not come to me, that ye might have * 
"oy jet They are greatly to be valued, in that 
* ey teſtify of Chriſt, in whom there is power 
icto give men victory over their corruptions, and 
= paſſions, . and enable them to do the will of 
3 God z3 WE read, that Chriſt came unto hus own, . | 1 
and his own recerved him. not; but as many as re- 
ceived him, to them gave he power to become the: | 1 
ſons of God. They that receive Chriſt by his 
ſpirit into their hearts, they receive power; fort 
5. Chriſt's ſpirit is a chriſtian's ſtrength : 7 can do | | 
l things, faith the Apoſtle, through Chriſt which ||! 
of | Frengthens me ;|| we read, that no propheſy of the || 
e ſcripture is of any private interpretation; for the fol 
o, propheſy came not in old time, by the will man. 
d, but holy men F God, {pake.as they were moved by 1 
e. = Hoh G. e | 
Aa 


3 . « 'l | 
Now -we ſay, . the moſt true: interpreter of I} 


n, the Holy Scriptures, is the Holy Ghoſt, or Spi- 
iſ- | rit from which they did proceed; we read, hat 

s; The natural man receives not the things of the ſpirit | 

d- of God, neither can he. know them, ſaith the text; 

ed | and there is a ſtrong reaſon laid down for it, 

the becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned; they are 

the beyond his reach and comprehenſion, for what 

1 1s man knoweth the things of a man, ſave the ſpirit 

ra- C.3 | _ of 
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of a man, which is in um; even ſo the things of 


God Rnoweth no man, but the ſpirit of God.* 


This is the key, which opens the myſteries of 


the kingdom of God to men. I take this to 
be the great reaſon, why there are ſuch great 


| miſtakes about Religion, and why many put 


ſuch groſs conſtructions upon many parts of 
the Holy Scriptures, as they do, becauſe they 
do not come to that divine ſpirit, which gives 
a right and true underſtanding, as El:hu ſaid, 


there is a ſpirit in man, and the inſpiration of the 


Almighty grveth them underſtanding.F Till men 


come to the Holy Spirit of God in themſelves, 
they can neither know God, nor the things of 
* God; for we read, that no man Rnoweth the 
Father, ſave the Son, and he, to whomſoever the 


Son will reveal him. Now if revelation were 
ceaſed, as fome do imagine it 1s, what a fad 


condition would mankind be in? For we read, 
the world by wiſdom knows not God, there is 


no knowledge of God, but by the revelation 


of his Son; and it is as men come to have an 
inward knowledge of God, that they come to 
ha ve a right underſtanding of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, which proceeded from the good ſpirit of 
God, wherefore we highly value them, though 
?tis to be feared, ſome called Chriſtians, do diſ- 


belieye many of the great truths therein con- 


tained; for I believe, that a man through often 


rebelling againſt the holy ſpirit of God, in him- 
ſelf, may arrive to fuch a degree of wicked- 


— 


* — 4 


% þ Job XXxIi. 8. t Mat. xi, 27. 


neſs, that he may reject the ſcriptures, and 
Io 5 count 


12921 
count them but fables; and that he may be ſo 


far from owning of any thing of God, in man, 
that he may come to deny the Holy Three, 
that bear record in heaven, there are three that 


bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and 


bie Holy Ghoſt, and theſe T hree are One. It muſt 


be very deplorable, if a man come to be fo 
wicked, as to deny the Lord that bought him, 
and to ſay as 'tis written, the fool hath ſaid in 
his heart, there is no God. It is the work of 
the enemy of all righteouſneſs;, to perſuade 


men to believe, that there is no God, and that 
the Scriptures are but a fiction, and that men are 


not accountable for their words and actions, and 
that that there are no future. rewards and pu- 


niſhments ; that they might walk at large, and 


take their full ſwing in wickedneſs, It is 


Igreatly to be deſired, if there be any ſuch now 


living, whoſe day of mercy is not wholly over, 
that have arrived to ſuch a degree of hardneſs 
and wickedneſs as this is, they may be brought 


to a ſenſe of their iniquity and error, and be ſo 


poſſible, they might find mercy at the Lord's 
hand. The better Chriſtian that any man is, 


{ 


truly humbled in ſoul, becauſe thereof, that if 


the more true and real value he has far the 
Holy Scriptures, | 


* 1 John. v. 7. + Pſal. xiv. 1. 
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ſhip of God, is no new thing; the Jews and | 
e differed to ſucha great degree, * that 
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Err 
3. Concerning MWorſbip. 


E live in a time, in which there is great 
difference, even amongſt them called 
Ehriſtians, about "religion, and the worſhip. of 
God. Difference about religion, and the wor. 


it ſeems they did not deal with one another, 
It is very much amiſs, where religion ſours 
people, and makes them rigid, and bitter one 
againſt another. Chriſtianity is love, and he 
that is a chriſtian in his heart, 1s full of pity and 
good will to them, that are under a miſtake in 


matters of religion; and the worſt that he 


wiſhes for- all ſuch, is, that the Lord may di- 


rect them right; for they that have the 5 


of Chriſt, would not have any ſoul to err, nei- 
ther in faith nor practice. Our Saviour in his 


. diſcourſe with the woman of Samaria, has 


clearly deſcribed the true and ſpiritual worſhip, 
but a # haur cometh, and now is, when the trut 
wor/huppers ſhali worſhip the Father in ſpirit, and 
in truth; for the Father ſeeketh ſuch to worfhup hum. 
God is a Spirit, and they that warſhip him, muff 
worſhip him in ſ pirit, and in truth.F Now we be- 
2 that as God is a Spirit, that he may be 
truly worſhipped, as we are gathered in his 
— if there be not a word outwardly ſpoken 

amongſt 
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1 

amongſt us, as Chriſt ſaid, for where do or 
three are gathered together in my name, there am 
in the midſt of them ;* and the holy prophet 
faith, they that wait upon the Lord, ſhall renew 
their ftrength, and mount up with wings as eagles ; 
they /hall run, and not be weary, and they y ſhall 
a and not faint. Although I believe a 7 
many pious good chiiſtians can ſay, as they 
have waited humbly upon the Lord, in the true 
filence of all fleſh, with their minds truly ſtaid 
upon him, they have enjoyed that divine com- 
fort, which has been beyond what they could 
expreſs in Words; yet this of ſilent waiting, is 
a great myſtery to many people. There is a 


divine Teacher near men, even in their own 


hearts, which is fufficient to teach them, as 
they take heed thereto, - It is to be feared, that 
many people too much depend upon the 
teachings of men, and neglect the divine 
Teacher in themſelves, but the anointing, which 
ye have recerved of him, abideth in you, and ye 
need not that any man teach you, but as the ſame 
anointing teacheth you, of all things, and is 
truth, and no lie; and even as it hath taught you, 
ye 2 abide in him. T 


ve we underſtand the poly u man here, to 
ſpeak in a large ſenſe. 
needed not that any man taught them, but as 
the ſame anointing taught them, Sc. We do 
very much own outward preaching and pray- 


ing, 
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F Mat. xviii. 20. + Iſa. xl. 31. ; 1 John ii. IG 
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[32] 
ing, where it proceeds from this divine anoint- 
ing. If it pleaſe God to ſpeak by this, through 
any inſtruments, whether male or female, we 


believe there ſhould be liberty amongſt us, for 
every one to ſpeak as He requires it of them; 
for ye may all propheſy, one by -one, that all may 


learn, and all may be comforted, and the ſpirits of 
the prophets are ſuliject to the prophets.* And they 


_ were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and began to 


y | 
4 
* 
1 

” 


praying is, that which proceeds 


| [peak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them 


utterance. We believe the true era and 
rom the holy 


Spirit, e know: not what We ſhould pray for, as 
we ought, but the Spirit itſelf maketh interceſſion 


for us, with groanings whick cannot be uttered. 
{ will pray with the ſpirit, and I will pray wii 
the underſtanding alſo : I will fing wit i the ſpirit, 


and I will ing with-the underſtanding alſo- 


This is the preaching and pray ing, and ſing- 
ing, which we own, that is, by * direction 
and aſſiſtance of the holy Spirit. Now ſome 
being againſt women's ſpeaking in the church, 


urge what the Apoſtle ſaith, let your women keep 
Jilence in the churches, for it is not permitted unto 


them to ſpeak, but they are commanded to be under 
obedience, as alſo ſaith. the law; and if they will 
learn any thing, let them aſk their huſbands at 
home, for it is a ſhame for a woman !0 ſpeak in the 
church. & Let the woman learn in filence, wit 
all ſubjection, but 1 ſuffer not a. woman to teach 

| * 
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9 Cor. i 31, 32. F Acts ii. 4. Þ Rom. viii, 26. 
1 Cor, xiv. 15, { 1 Cor. xiv. 34, 35. 
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ur to uſurp authority over the man, but to be in 
n. flence* We do not take this to be a prohibit- 
e ing of holy women to ſpeak, whom the Lord 
r calls thereto; and I think it would be very 
much amiſs, to ſay that the Apoſtle Paul was 
y I againſt holy women ſpeaking, that God called 
F to ipeak 3 but ſuch troubleſome and unruly | 
-y I} women, as diſturbed the church by their queſ- 
% tions, and uſurped authority over the man. 
„ Such women as theſe, which he was againſt, 
dus are againſt. If the Apoſtle Hul had been 
ly ÞÞ againſt holy women praying and propheſy- 
as Þ ing, why ſhould he lay down a rule how they 
n | ought to behave themſelves, when they pray | 
or propheſy, but every woman that prayeih or 
V prophefizth with her head uncovered, diſhonoureth 1 
it, ber head t And he commends to the believ- 0 
ers, divers good women, I commend unto you, 1 
Phoebe, our fiſter, which is a ſervant of the 4 
church. All good miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, "et 
are ſervants to the church. And he adviſed . 
his true yokefellow, to help thoſe women, which 1 
laboured with him in the gojpe! , ſo that he was | \ 
an encourager of holy women that laboured in 
the goſpel; we read, that Anna ſpoke in the ' 
temple, and ſhe was a widow of about fourſcore F 
and four years, which departed not from the temple, . 
but ſerved God with faſtings and prayers, n i 
and day; and fhe coming in that inſtuus, vave 14 
thanks likewiſe unto the Lord, and ſpake / him, 10 
to all them that looked for redemption in Jeruſa- 
lem. And we read, that Philip the Evange- 14 
| liſt 17 
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| | liſt had four daughters, virgins, and they did 
| all propheſy. And Joel alſo propheſied that 
| God would pour forth of his ſpirit, c. but this i 
i that, ſaith Peter, which was ſpoken by the prophet 
1] Joel, and it ſhall come to paſs, in the laſt days, 
Il ſaith God, I will pour out of my ſpirit upon all 
l fleſh, and your ſons and daughters ſhall propheſy, 
and your young men ſhall ſee viſions, and your old 
men ſhall dream dreams, and on my ſervants, and 
on my hand-maidens, I will pour out in thoſe days 
of my ſpirit, and they fhall propheſy.* Now al- 
though propheſying 1s ſeveral times taken in 
the Scripture for fore-telling things to come, 
read Jeremiah, and ſeveral other prophecies 
of the prophets. It is alſo taken for edifying 
the church, but he that propheſieth, ſpeaket! 
unto men to edification, and exhortation, .and com- 
fort. He that ſpeaketh in an unknown tongue; 
edifieth himſelf, but he that propheſieth, edifieth 
| the church. I. Mary was ſent by Chriſt, to de- 
| clare of his reſurrection, Feſus ſaith unto hey, 
| touch me not, for I am not yet aſcended to my Fa- 
1 ther ; but go to my Brethren, and ſay unto them, | 
2 aſcend unto my Father, and your Father, and 1 
| 
| 


1. 
3 * 


my God, and your God And the woman of Sa- 
maria was inſtrumental to bring many of her 
neighbours to believe in Chriſt, ſhe ſaid, cone 
fee a man, that has told me all things that ever | 
Aid, is not this the Chriſt * And many of the Sama- 
ritans of that city beheved on him, for the ſaying 
of the woman, 'which teſtified, he told me all that 

| . | ever 
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that ever 1 did * Now it is to Chriſt as he in- 
wardly appears in men's hearts, by his light and 
ſpirit, that we deſire all may come, It is he 
that ſhews men, when they do amiſs. Chriſt 
within, which 1s the hope of the ſaints glory, 15a 


God, /aith the Apoſtle Paul, io reveal his Son in 
me, that I might preach him among the Heathen, | 
I conferred not wil hi fleſh and blood. Here was 
the Son of God revealed in him, Now that all 
may have a right underſtanding of the things 
of God, we deſire that they may come to him 
that hath the key of David, that opens the 
myſteries of the kingdom of God to men. 
3559 HK ͤůů N 0 0 „ 
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4. Concerning Baptiſm, _ + 
ECAUSE of our diſuſe of water Bajptifrn, 1 
and bread and wine, we have been wery 
hardly ſpoken of, as though we denied the or- 
dinances-of Jeſus Chriſt,  whenas there is no 
people, that I know of, that do re truly 
own the neceſſity of believing and being bep- 
tized, than We do; but we do not underFand 
it to be only a hiſtorical belief of the concep- 
tion, and birth, and life, and miracles, and 
alſo: of the death and ſufferings, and reſur c 
tion and aſcenſion of Chriſt, or a being Gut- 
2104 D wardly 
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wardly; baptized, with water, that will entitle 
men to ſalvation; for we read,,.zhat Simon the 
/ orcerer. believed, and was baptized ; and yet he 
was ſo far from being in a ſtate of ſalvation, - 
that Peter ſaith to him, I percerve, thou art in 
the gall of bitterneſs, and in hie bond of iniquity.* 
But leſt any ſhould be under a mittake, and 
take the baptiſm of water, to be the one eſſen- 
tial and ſaving baptiſm, . hear the Apoſtle Peter, 
. when once the long-ſuffering of God, | waited in 
_ the days of Noah, whule the ark was preparing, 
Wwherem, feu, thiat is, eight ſouls, were ſaved by 
water, the. antitype whereunto, even baptiſm now 
| Javeth gu, ut the putting away of the filth of the 
fleſh, (mark that) but the anſwer of a good conſci- 
ence towards: G, by the reſurrection -of Jeſus 
Chrift,+ Novi it is the baptiſm of Chriſt, by 
his ſpirit, 4 that brings men to that; for it is 
plain from the inſtance of Sinmn before-noted, | 
that a man may believe, and be. baptized with | 
| water, and be; ſo far from having the anſwer 
of. a good conſcienge, that he may be in the 
galh, of: bitternæſs. and iu the bond of ; MIQUILY, 
which-is the very reverſe of chriſtianity. A 
great many take the commiſſion in the 28th of 
Matthew, to be a commiſſion for, water bap- 
nim, go ye therefore; and teach all nations, -bap- 
tizing them in the name of- the Fal er, and of the ' 
San, and f the Holy GH. t Now here is no 
mention of water, Is it not reaſonable to wr of 

Wo | pole, 
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poſe, that if our dear Lord had intended that 
they ſhould baptize with water, that lie would 


have expreſly ientioned it; althougly rhe 
Apoltle Pau! was not inferior, to-the chicf 


of the Apoitics, he ſaith, I nan God, 


"that I lantted naue of you, but Criſpus, and 


Galus, lj any ſhould ſay, I baptized in mine 
own Hane; and 1 baptized. alſo the houſhold of 


Stephanas, be/ides, . 1 num? nat whether I bap- 


tizrd any other; for Chriſt ſent me Not to baptize, 
but to preach the goſpel * So that, what he did in 


that caſe, was by way of condeſcenſion, as in 
the caſe of circumciſing Timathy, and going into 
the temple, and purifying himſelf. f. It would 


be a weak thing to plead for theſe things now, 
becauſe the Apoſtle practiſed. them. 'Deth it 
therefore follow, that water-baptiſm ſhould be 
practiſed now, . becauſe the Apoltle Paul, by 

way of condetcenfion, practiſec it? For if li 


had tock that commiſſion, Mat. xxviii. 19. to 
be a commiſſion for him to baptize with out- 


ward water, we may ſafely conclude, that he 


would not havè thankted God that he had dene 


him ſo little ſervice. We do not deny, but 


that ſome other of the Apottles did, alſo by 


way of condeſcenſion, practiſe watet-baptiſm; 
but that they were commanded'to baptize with 
water, in that commiſſion, I think, wilt too be 
hard for any body to prove. It is Poſſible ſome 
may be ready to ſay, it mult. needs be meant 
D 2 | of 
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[38] 
of water, becauſe ſay they, no man can bap- 
tize with the ſpirit, or into the power and ſpirit 


of Chriſt. We freely own, that no man, as 
he is a man, by his own power, can do this; 
neither can any man, by his own power, as he 


is a man, heal the fk, cleanſe the lepers, raiſe 
the dead, caſt out de vils, and yet we find the 
diſciples were commanded to do theſe things. 


And by the ſame power, by which they did 


cait out many devils, and healed the tick, &c. 


they were inſtrumental to baptize men into the 
name and power of Chriſt.f And as I began to 
ſpeak, ſaith Peter, the Holy Ghoſt fell on them, 


as on us at the beginning. Then remembred I the 
<2rd of the Lord, that John truly baptized with 
water, tut ye ſhall be baptized with the Haly 


Gg. At that great meeting we read of in 


the 2d of Acts, Verſe the th, it is ſaid, and they 


Tre all filled with the: Holy Ghoſt, and began 10 


[peak with other tengues; as the Spirit gave them 


was /poken bythe Prophet Joel, &c \| It is hard 


— 
— — — 


utterance; yet ſome of the multitude, mocked, 
and were fo ignorant of the operation of the 


Holy Ghoſt, that they faid, the/e men are full 
o/ new wine; but Peter ſtanding up with the ele. 


ven, lift up his voice, and ſaid unto them, ye men 
of Judah, and all ye that dwell at Jeruſalem, be 
its known unto you, and hearken to my words, for 
theſe are not drunken, as ye ſuppoſe, ſeeing it is but 
the. third hour of the day; but this is that which 
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te make men ſenfible of the operation of the 


Holy Ghoſt; and of the ſpiritual baptiſm, while 


they are ſtrangers to the Spitit in themſetves; 


but if it could be proved, that the diſciples, in that 


commiſſion, were commanded to baptize with, 
or in water, x which I believe cannot be done 


how will they that are for. the ſprinkling of in- 


fants, prove their practiſe from that commiſ- 


ſion, go teach all nations, &c. for they are not 
capable of being taught. As to What is urged 


ot the Jailor,-and alkhis, and of whole families 
being baptized ; there 1s no account that there 


were any infants: baptized in any of them, 
Thete is abundance of families now (as we may 
reaſonably ſuppoſe) there were then, in Which 


there are uo little children. As to that of our 
Saviour, Where he ſalth, 5 Suffer little children to 


come unto me, .andforbid them not, for of: ſuchi is 


the kingdom; it cannot be proved from the ſerip- 
ture, that he baptized any of them in, or with 
water. But as to. this practiſe of ſprinkling in- 
fants, it is ſo much without foundation i the 
ſcripture, that a great many people, ho are 
not of our ſociety, do. not hold it, or own it. 
The way rightly to underſtand this commiſſion, 
is to come to that ſpirit, by which it was given 
forth, Many urge, that our Saviour was baptized 
of olim, he was alſo circumciſed, I doth it therefore 
follow that we muſt be circumaiſed becauſe he 
was circumciſed;forashe was born under the law, 
he fulfilled the law, and he is the end of the law,for 
Eo oO OS 
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| Luke ii. 21. 
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rig lleouſſneſs ſale, to all them that believe. When 
Chriſt came to John, to be baptized of him, 
Jalui torbad him, ſaying,” 7 have need to be bap- 
lied of thee * Here John the Baptiſt, who 
was the adminiſtrator of water-baptiſm, was 
ſenſible that he had need to be baptized of Chriſt 
_ . with the baptitm of the Holy Ghoſt: Suffer it to be 
. {ſo now, ſaid Chriſt ; for thus it becometh. us to 
Julfil all righteoufneſ5 : Mat. iti. 15. So that he 
fulfilled the righteouſneſs of Jon's diſpenſation. 
Jolin has very clearly, and excellently diſtin- 

guiſhed his baptiſm with water, from the bap- 
tiſm of Chriſt, with the Holy Ghoſt, I indeed 
baptize you with water, unto repentance; but he 

that cometh after. me, is mightier than J, whoſe 
fees am tat worthy ta bear; he ſhall ba ptixe you 
aeith the Holy Ghoſt," and fire; whoſe fan is in his 
hand, and he wil! throughly purge his floor, and 
gather his wheat into the garner z but he will burn 
4p 4/s.xhaff avith unquenchable fire F This is the 
meſlrilnger of: the covenant, the Prophet ſpeaks 
of; Tie Lerd (whom ye feek, ſhall ſuddenly 

game t9,fis temple, even the meſſenger of the cove- 

nam, a dem ye delight in; | behold, he ſhall come, 
ſaihithe Lard of Hs, but who may abide the 
day of his coming, and who ſhall ſtand when he 
appears; for he i like a refiner's fire, and like 
Juller's ſope :F And he ſhall fit as a refiner, 
and purifier of ſilver; and he ſhall.purity the 
* ſons of Levi, and purge them as gold, and 
4 x Leys 3. ap I | ſilver, 
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« filver, that they may offer unto the Lord, an 
offering in righteouſneſs. For this end the 


their droſs, and waſh them from their unclean- 
neſs, that ſo they may be fitted for that 
kingdom, into which nothing that is unclean 
can enter; this is the waſhing, which will avail, 
for men to know their hearts to be waſhed 
from wickedneſs, as it was faid to Feruſalcn:, 
waſh thy heart from wickedneſs: The Apoſtle 
Paul, in his epiſtle to the Epheſians, faith, 
there is one Lord, one faith, one baptiſm.* John, 
as is before obſerved, has diſtinguiſhed very 
2 plainly between his baptiſm with water, and 


che baptifm of Chriſt, with the Holy Ghoſt. 


Now, what we defire is, that all might come 
to the baptiſm of the ſpirit, which the Apoſ- 
tles and primitive Chriſtians witneſſed, that 
could ſay, by one ſpirit, ve are all baptized into 
one body, whether we be Jews, or Gentiles, bond, 
or free; and have all been made to drin into one 
pirit z? for as many as have been baptized into 
Chriſt, have put on Christ.] Now this is the 
ſum of all, for men to put on the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the new and heavenly man, then they 
will witneſs inward communion with the Lord. 

But why are many of our ſober neighbours 
o ſtrenudus for water-baptiſm, and yet neglect 
o waſh one anothers feet; when as we read, 
John xi. verſe 1, to 14, that our Saviour 
waſhed 
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Lord Jeſus Chriſt is come into the hearts of 
men, by his ſpirit, to purge them from 
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waſhed the diſciples feet, and he told them, 
that he had given them an example, that as 
he had done to them, jo they ſhould do to one 
anothce; now here is both example and pre- 
cept for this; and if we aſk many fober = 
ple, why they are not in the practiſe of this 
| preſurne many would be ready to anſwer, 
that they look upon it to be but an outward 
and vilible ſ1gn, by which our Saviour ſhewed 
his followers, that they ought to ſerve one ano- 
ther, and be ready to do the meaneſt offices of 
love if need require: and that they do not 
hold the ceremonious part of waſhing one ano- 
thers feet to be obligatory upon them, as long 
as they come to the ſpiritual part of what. was 
thereby ſignified, although We find that this 
was practiſed by our Saviour: now why they 
ſhould lay ſuch ſtreſs upon water-baptiſm, 
which we cannot: find was ever practiſed by 
our Saviour, and drop this, deſerves their ſeri- 
ous conſideration: but as we diſuſe water bap- 
tiſm, ſo we do alſo diſuſe the ceremonious 
pait of waſhing one anothers Feet, being ſen- 
ſible, that they who are come to the ſpiritual 
part of what was thereby ſignified, are come 
to the end of the outward and viſible ſigus. 
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5. Concerning the Supper. 


LTHOUGH ue diſuſe the outward 
bread and wine, we do very truly own 
the ſpiritual Supper of the Lord, which is ſpo- 
ken of in the Revelations, behold, 1 ſtand at 
the door and knock; if any man hear my voice, and 


open the door, I will come in to him, and will ſup 


with him, and he with me.* It is what we de- 
lire, that all religious well-minded people, who 
conſcienciouſly receive the outward bread and 
wine, may open the door of their hearts, and 
receive the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by his ſpirit, that 
ſo they may know an inward ſupping with him, 


in his kingdom; for we read, the kingdom of | 
God cometh not with obſervation, neither ſhall they 


ay, lo here, or I there; for behold the kingdom 
of God is within you. I will not leave you com- 
les (ſaid Chriſt our Lord) Iwill come to 
ou;T but 1 ſay unto you, I will not drink hence- 
Trth of this fruit of the vine, until that day, when 
[ drink it new with you in my Father's Ring dom. 


He dwelleth with you, and ſhall be in you. And 
in that excellent prayer, he faith to his Father, 
[ in them, and thou in me, that they may be made 
defect in one; and that the world may know, thou 


haſt 
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haſt ſent me, and haft loved them, as thou f 
loved me. x We bear teſtimony to the coming 
of Chriſt, by his ſpirit, into men's hearts; and 
they that have known him to waſh them 
throughly by the water of regeneratien, will 

know inward communion with the Lord, as 
the good chriſtians of old knew : That which 
we have ſeen, and heard, declare we unto you, 
nat ye alſo may have fellowſhip with us; and 
truly, our fellowſhip is with the Father, and with 
his Son, Feſns Chriſt. They were people of 
bleſſed experience, and it is what we gelte 
that the children of men might come to wit- 
neſs this in themſelves; for they that are come 
to have fellowſhip with the Father, and with 
the Son, are come to the end of the outward 
bread and wine: even to the glory of the go. 
pel-diſpenſation, which is a diſpenſation of en- 
joyment, for as men are inwardly reconcil:d, ſl 
and brought into favour with God, they comet 
to know a fecding of that divine and living. 
bread, which comes down from Heaven; Tang! 

(laid Chriſt) the living bread, which came druff 
rom Heaven, if any man cut of this lead, it "* 
/hall Iive for ever ; and the Bread that I will give 
, is my fleſh, which I will give for the life of t,, 
 wirld, He that eateth my fleſh, and drinketn mH 

bloed, dwelleth in me, and 1 in him. It is ar 
men witneſs this, that they can ſpeak fron 0 
their own experience, What a bleſſed thing 1 
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aft J to have in ward communion ich Chriſt. It 
ng I the great bleſſing of wiſdom's children, that 
nd Bite brings them to the ſubſtance; I Wiſdom 
em ead in the way of rightemſne/5, in the midſt of 
vill Je paths of judgment, that I may cauſe them that 


as e me, to inherit ſubſtance; and I will fill their 


ich Ntreaſures.“ Reader, this is what is deſired for 
, Ithee, that thou mayit come to the ſubilance, 
and that fo mou mayſt know a feeding of that di- 
1% vine and ſpiritual bread which can only ſatisf 

» of the ſoul, and a drinking of the wine of the 
ire, king dom; but it is hard to make the natural 
Win- (man ſenſible of theſe things; they are beyond 
me his rcaci and comprehenſion. When our Sa- 
yith v:iour told Nicademus, that except a man be born 
ard Naguin, e cannot fee the kingdom of God;Nicodemus 
ail unto um, hm can d man be bon, when he 
is old; can he enter the ſecond time into his mo- 


ready to ſay, how can this be? And when we 
have ſpoken of mens having inward fellowſhip 


peat fore 
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* Pro. Wii, 20, 21. + John ig g,. 


with the Father, and with his Son, while they 
art upon the earth; many cannot underſtand 
Show chis can be, although the primitive Chrif- - 
tians had it in their own experience, as is be- 


ther's womb, and be born Notwithſtanding 
that he was a ruler of the Jews, he argued very: / 
groſly; and how many, when we have born 
teſtitnony to the inward appearance of the Lord 
jeſus Chriſt; by his light, and ſpirit in men's 
1earts,\ have made very ſtrange of it, and been 


= 


_ 
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fore obſerved, The Apoſtle ſaith, neither cir- 
cumcifton, nor uncircumci/ion, availeth any thing 
but a new creature.** It doth not avail in the 
ſight of God, whether a man be baptized with 
water, or not baptized; or whether he re. 
ceives the bread and wine, or doth not receive 
it, if he be not a new creature; we read, /f 
any man be in Chriſt, he 1s a new creature ;F and 
as is before obſerved, except a man be born again, 
he cannot ſee the kingdom of God: We greatly 
deſire, that all people might have this in their 
own experience, that ſo they might walk, a: 
becomes the children of God, and manifeſt 
themſelves to be the followers and diſciples of 
Chriſt, by their living agreeable to his doc- 
| trine; for I count that is the greateſt outward 
' viſible ſign, that any man can give, that he is tru- 
ly a Chriſtian, and a member of Chriſt's church, 
for him to live agreeable to the doctrine of 

Chriſt; by this, ſaid our Saviour, Hall all men 
| know, that ye are my diſciples, if you love one 
another. Now for men to love one another, 
and to love their enemies, and do good for 
evil, and to forgive injuries, and to be juſt and 
merciful, and walk humbly, as Chriſtians ought 
to do, theſe are good outward viſible ſigns; but 
we believe no out ward obſervations will make 
men Chriſtians, and members of that pure 
church, I which Chriſt came to preſent, to God, 
without ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch 1 

ut 
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but that it ſhould be holy, and without ble- 
miſh, if they do not know the Lord, to work 
a change 1n their hearts, and redeem them out 
of thoſe things which unfit them for his holy 
kingdom; the Apoſtle ſaith, he is not a jew, 
that is one outwardly, neither is that circumciſson, 
which tis outward in the flaſi; but he is a Jew, 
which is one inwardly , and circumciſion is that of 
the heart, in the ſpirit, and not in the letter, whoſe 
praiſe is not of men, but of God * As a man's 
being outwardly circumciſed, and obſerving a a 
great many Jewiſſi rights and ceremonies, did 
not make him a true and real Jew, if he was 
not one in his heart; ſo it may be truly ſaid, he 
is not a Chriſtian, that is only one outwardly, 
although he has been outwardly baptized, and 
received the bread and wine, and obſerved a 
great many outward obſervations: If he is not 
one in his heart, all his outward obſervations will 
not render him acceptable in the ſight of God. 
What availed all the Jews outward obſervations 
while they lived in thoſe things that diſpleaſed 
the Lord; he that Rilleth an ox, is as if he flew | 
a man; he that ſacrificeth a lamb, as if he cut 
off a dog's nech; he that offereth an lation, as 
if he offered ſwine's load; he that burneth in- 
cenſe, as if he bleſſed an idol: Yea, they have 
choſen their own ways, and their ſoul deliv hieth in 
their abommations.}F I alſo will chooſe their delu- 
ſions, and will bring their fears upon them; be- 
E cauſe 
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JSpake, they did not hear ; but they 


people, particularly in Holland, who do not 


do not clearly ſee beyond the uſe of water 
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cauſe when 1 called, none did anſwer; when 1 
did evil before 
mine eyes, and choſe that, in which I delighted 
not* Here is the reaſon laid down, why the 
Lord was angry with them, Theſe things af- 
ford great inſtruction and caution ; and I deſire 
that all may learn from what ſuch brought upon 
themſelves, through their chuſing their own 
ways, and their delighting in their abomina- 
tions, to beware of doing the like; but they 
that are Chriſt's, and Chriſtians in reality, are 
crucified to the world, with the affections and 
luſts thereof; and we deſire that all who are 
called Chriſtians, may demonſtrate themſelves 
to be ſuch, by their ſo doing, that they may 
witneſs the ſpiritual communion and ſupper 
here ſpoken of. There are many religious 


profeſs to be of our ſociety, and though they 


baptiſm, and bread and wine, yet they join 
with us in oppoſing {wearing upon any ac- 
count; becauſe they are. convinced, that all 
ſwearing is forbidden by Chriſt ; but I ſay unto 
you, ſwear not at all; neither by heaven, for it is 
God's throne; nor by the earth, for it is his foot- 
ſtool; neither by Jeruſalem, for it is the city of the 
great King; neither /halt thou ſwear by thy head, 
becauſe thou canſt not make one hair white or black ; 
but let your communication be yea, yea, and nay, 

. nay, 
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nay; for cehaſſoe ver rs more than theje, cometh of 
ui. And the Apoſtle James faith, but above all 
things, my brethren, ſwear nt ; neither by hea- 
den, netther by the earth; neither by any other 
oath; but let your yea, be yea, and your nay, nay, 
left you fall into condemmation.* They are alſo 
one with us in oppoling fighting, becauſe they 
look upon it to be contrary to his doctrine, 
that taught his followers to love their enemies; 
But 1 ſay unto you, love your enemies, bleſs them 


pray for them which deſpitefully uſe you, and per- 
the nitniſtry ſhould be free; for ti:2y look 


for men to preach {or hire, and worldly ends, 
who ſaid to his miniſters, freely you have 
received, freely give; I and they are likewiſe 
one with us, in holding forth the univerſal love 
of God to men. Now although there be 
many that are purely conſciteniious, for the uſe 
of water-baptiſm, and bread and wine, we 
have a great deal of charity for all fuch ; for 
many that are now - joined in ſociety with us, 
were once as much for the uſe of thcte things, 
as many well-minded people now are; and as 
the Lord has mercifully brought many of us, 
in a good degree, to witneſs the ſpiritual bap- 
tiſm, and ſupper, we deſire that others might 
be brought to the experience thereof, in them- 
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upon it to be contrary to Chnit's doctrine |: 
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ſelves; and he that witneſſes the ſubſtance, 
which many allow, that water-baptiſm, and 
bread and wine are outward and viſible 
ſigns of, he is come to the end of the ſigns; 

for I hope, I may be ſafe in ſaying, all ligns 
end in their ſubſtance. Now as we have cha- 
rity for all them, who do conſcientiouſly uſe 
theſe things, we think they ought to have cha- 
rity for us, if we diſuſe them; becauſe we be- 
heve they are ceaſed in point of obligation ; 
and we read, that whatſoever is not of faith 1s 


Iin. * 


Henn 


6. Concerning Perfection. 


H Is doctrine of Perfection ſeems very 
ſtrange and novel, to many chat witneſs 

but little victory in themſelves over their luſts 
and paſſions; and the enemy of man's happi- 
neſs, has perſuaded many people to believe, 
that there is no poſſibility of overcoming their 
corruptions and fins, while they are here upon 
the earth, that ſo they may be quiet, and eaſy in 
them; or of doing God's will, and keeping 
his commands, that ſo they may not endea- 
vour for it. Now we believe, that God's ways 
are equal; 1s ut my way, ſaith the Lord, equal.F 
God is juſt in all his doings, and requires no 
more 


— 
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more of men, than he gives them ability to 
perform. If God did require that of men, 
which they were not able, neither of them- 
ſelves, nor by any grace received, to perform, 
then it might be ſaid, that his ways were un- 
equal, and that he was a hard maſter ; but that 
would be abominable to charge upon the Al- 
mighty, who 1s full of juſtice and equity, The 


wiſe man faith, fear God, and keep his command- | 


ments; for this is the whole duty of man. M Now 
if God require this of men, as to be ſure he 
doth, then there is a poſſibility of it, or elſe, 
as 1s before-obſerved, his ways are unequal ; 
but it is far from the children of God, to charge 
him with injuſtice : The diſobedient and rebel- 
lious people of /rael ſaid, that the way of the 
Lord was not equal, yet ſaith the houſe of Iſrael, 
the way of the Lord is not equal : O houſe of Iſrael, 
are not my ways equal? Are not your ways ugiequal ? 
therefore Iwill judge you, O houſe of Iſrael, every man 
according to his ways, ſaith the Lord God, repent,and 
turn your ſelves from all your tranſgreſſions, ſo ini- 
quity ſhall not be your ruin f. Now reader, from this 
thou mayſt gather what ſort of people they 
were, that ſaid the way of the Lord wag aot 
equal; and we read, in the parable of the 
talents, that it was the unprofitable ſervant, 
that complained of his Lord, % he which had 
received the one talent, came and ſaid, Lord, I 

E 3 Rnew 


—_— 


* Eccl. xii. 13. + Ezek. xviii. 29, 30. 


„ 
knew thee, that thou art a hard man, reaping 
where thou haſt not ſown, and gathering where 
thou haſt not ſtrawed.* , 

Now we do not read, that the good ſervants, 
that had improved the talents, complained of 
their Lord. But we freely own, that no meer 
man of himſelf, by. his own power, as he is a 


man, can do the will of God, and keep his 


commands; yet we believe there is power 
in that divine grace, that the Apoſtle faith, 
has appeared to all men, to enable them to 


overcome thoſe things, which are evil, and to 


do that which is well-plealing to God; for the 
grace of God, that bringeth ſalvation, hath ap- 
peared unto all men, teachmg us that denying un- 


godlineſs, and worldly luſts, we ſhould: live ſo- 


berly, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent world. 
Here is both ihe univerſality and ſufficiency of 
it, excellently ſet forth by the Apoſtle, my 
grace, ſaith the Lord, to the Apoſtle, is ſuffici- 
ent for thee; although we freely own, that we 
are weak of ourſelves, as men, and cannot of 
our own power, do any thing that is good, as 
_ Chriſt ſaid, without me, ye can do nothing; yet 
we ſay, there is power and ſufficiency in ithe 
grace of God, to enable men tu do his will, 
and keep his commands, as they take heed 
\ unto it; as ſaith the Apoſle, I can ds all things, 
* through Chriſt, which ſtrengtheneth me. 
ü 
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It doth not conſiſt with the wiſdom of the 
Holy Ghoſt, that thoſe gracious promiſes which 
are made conditionally upon men's overcoming, 
and-doing the commands of God, ſhould be 
made as if there were no poſſibility of it; as 


He that overcomes, ſhall mherit all things, and. / 
will be his God, and he ſhall be my ſon. x He 


that overcometh, the ſame ſhall be cloathed in 
white rai ment, and I will not blot out hus name out of 


the Book of life, but I will confeſs his name before 


my Father, and before his angels. Him that 


overcometh, will I make a pillar in the temple o, 


my God, and he ſhall go no more out; and I will 
write upon fim the name of my God, and the name 
of the city of my God, which is New Jeruſalem, 
which cometh down out of heaven from my God; 
and I will write upon him my new name. I To him 
that overcometh, will I give to eat of the hidden 
manna, and I will give him a white ſtone, and in 
the flone, a new name written, which. no man 
knoweth, ſaving he that recerveth it.] He that 
overcometh, ſhall not be hurt of the ſecond death Q 
Bleſſed. are they that do hus commandments, that 


they may have right to the tree of life, and may 
enter in through the gates into the city & To him 


that overcometh, will I grant to fit wih me on my 


throne, even as ] have overcome, and um ſet dn 


with my Father in hus throne * He thut overcometh, 
hall 


em. 
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Hall enter in through the gate into the Holy City, 
And hereby we do know that we know him, if u 
keep his commandments, He that ſaith, 7 kngy 
him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, 
and the truth is not in hum; but whoſo keepeth hi 
word, in him verily is the love of God per fected; 
her eby know ae that we are in hum. He that ſaith, he 
abideth in him, ought himſelf alſo to walk, even a 
he walked.* © that Chriſtians, ſo called, would 
conſider how they ought to walk. It is very 
unjuſtifiable to deny perfection, for we read, 
that Chriſt came to preſent the church to God wit he 
out ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing , but that 
it ſhould be holy and without blemiſh.4 And he gave 
ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, and ſome Evan 
geliſts, and ſome Paſtors, and Teachers, for the 
perfefting of the ſaints, for the work of the mini- 
firy, for the edifymg of the body of Chriſt; till ue 
all come in the unity of the faith, and of the know: 
| dedge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unts 


the meaſure of the ſtature of the julneſs of Chr fr] 


And the Sciiptures are for the making of the 
man of God perfect, thro faith in Chriſt Jeſus, 
All Scripture given by inſpiration of God, is profit - 
able” for dictrine, for correction, for inflruftirs 
in righteouſneſs, that the man of God may be 
perfect, throug hly furniſhed unto all good works. 
And the Apoſtle laboured to preſen men Per- 
fect; ſpeaking of Chr ft within, the hope of glo- 
ry, he ſaith, whom we preach, warning every 

wan, 
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„van, and teaching every man in all wiſdom, that 
„ve may preſent every man perfect in Chriſt Feſus.“ 
„hy ſhould they teach and preach for this end, 
if there was no pollibility of attaining it? Yet 
many have born hard upon us for aflerting ſuch 
| Þ poſſibility, although it be the doctrine of Chriſt: 
„lf it be but well conſidered, I think they hold 
perfection to a great degree, that are called 
1 Þ God-fathers, and God-mothers, that do pro- 
miſe and vow three things in the name of a 1 
child when it is ſprinkled, viz. T hat it ſhall for- | 
ale the devil and all his works, the pomps and. 1 
Vanities of this wicked world, with all the ſiuful | 
us of the fleſh, and that it hall do God's holy | 

. 8 will, and keep his commandments, and walk in ." 
„ie ſame all the diys of its life IT wiſh they 1 
themſelyes may be found in the practiſe of 
„vuhat they here promiſe for another. It is cer- 
tain, Chriftians ought to be as like Chriſt as it's 
, E poſſible for men and women to be, and to walk | 
even as he walked, as far as they are capable. | 


He was holy, humble, meck, and merciful ; i! 
but how much the reverſe are too many that . 
, Þ profeſs to be his followers? Many who are for "1 

imperfection, and ſay, there is no victory over | 

ſin while here, do urge that of the Apoſtle 
Paul, where he ſaith, For I know that in me, 
Hat is in my fleſh, dwelleth no good thing; for t9 
vill rs preſent with me, but how to perform that 
which 
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which is good, I find not; for the good that | (alt 
would, I do not; but the evil which I with ® t 
not, that I do. And verſe 21, he faith, 7 fd 
then a law, that when I would do good, evil i, 
preſent with me; for I delight in the law of God 
after the immard man; but 1 ſee another law in in 
members, warring againſt the law of my mind 
and bringing me into captivity to the law of fin, 
which is in my members O wretched man that | 
am, who ſhall deliver me from the body of th; 
death f If the reader pleaſe, he may read th: 
whole chapter through for his own ſatisfaction ; 
but we may not reaſonably ſuppoſe this to be 
the Apoſtle's preſent ſtate, but rather perſon- 
ating the carnal ſtate of others, or himſelf be. 
fore converſion, when he ſaith, verſe 14, Bit 
Jam carnal, ſold under fin; for we believe ke 
was In a happy ſtate and condition when he 
wrote that Epiſtle; as he ſaith in the ſixth chap- 
ter, verſe 2, How hall we that are dead to jin, 
. tree any longer therein? And in the eighth chap- 
ter, verſe 1, There 1s therefore now no condemn: 
lion to them which are in Chriſt Teſus, who wall 1 
not after the fleſh, but after the ſpirit ; for the low 15 
f the ſpirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus, hath made nu 12 
free from the law of fin. and death. I wiſh that“ 
all might come to experience theſe things in 
themſelves. Now reader, if thou wilt obſerve, 
although many ſay, that there is no freedom 
from {in on this ſide of the grave, the Dory 5s 
ait 
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faith in the ſixth of the ſame Epiſtle, verſe 22, 
to the believing Romans, But now being made 
free from fin, and become ſervants lo God, ye have 
your fruit unto holineſs, and the end everlaſting 
life. And John ſaith in his firit Epiſtle, I have 
written unto you young men, :becauſe ye are ſtrong, 
and the word of God abideth in you, and ye have 
guvercome the wicked one.% May all come to the 
experience of this in themſelves. The Apoſtle 
Pꝛul ſaid to the believing Cliſiaus, That they 
were compleat in him, which 1s the head of all 
principality and power, | The Apoſtle Peter 
told the believers, 7 hat they were a chnſen gene- 
ration, a royal prieſtad, an holy nation, a pecu- 
liar people, that they might fheew forth the praiſes 
of him who had called them out of darkneſs into tus 
marvellous light. To bs. ſure theſe did not 
break the commands of God daily, in thought, 
word and deed. Wo knot that the San of Goo 
is come, and has given us an underfeanding, 
that we may know him that is true; and we 
are in him that is true, even in his Su TFeſus 
Chriſt: this is the true God, and eternal 
hife.\| Behold what manner of love the Father 
hath beſtowed upon us, that we ſhould be called the 
ſons of God; therefore the warld Rnoweth us not, 
becauſe it knew him not. & Beloved, now are we 
the ſons of God, and it doth not yet appear what 
we ſhall be; but we know that when he ſhall ap- 
pear, we ſhall be like him; for we ſhall ſee him as 
he is. And every man that hath this hope in him, pu- 


rifieth 


* 1 John ir. 14. Col. ii. 10. t 1 Pet. ii. 9. 
John v. 20. $ 1 John iii. 1. 
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\ rifieth himſelf, even as he is pure.* Tohn faith, 
W hojoever abideih in him, finneth not. WW hyſo- 
ever is born of God, doth not commit in; for hi; 
; ſeed remaimeth iu hum, and he cannot fin, becauſe 
he is born of G It is coutrary to the divine 
nature to in; and as men are born of it, they 
will not only know a ceaſing from ſin, but it 
will be their pleaſure and delight to do the will 
of God: Except a man be born again, he cannt 
fee the kingdom of God. Unleſs men are born 
of the divine and heavenly nature, they can 
never come to do the will of God, nor keep 
his commands; for it is impoſſible for men, 
while they are in the fallen and degenerate ſtate 
to do God's will, and walk in his way; we 
read, That Enoch walked with God; and before 
| he was tranſlated, the text ſaith, He had thi 
* teſtimony, that he pleaſed God, Heb. xi. 5. And 2 
concerning Zacharias and his wife Elizabeth, Se 
the text ſays, Luke 1. 6. They were both righte- al 
ous before God, walking in all the commandments 1 9% 
and ordinances of the Lord, blameleſs: And that 1 “ 
all might take ſuch heed to that divine grace | #/ 
and good ſpirit, which God has graciouſly ſent I &. 
into their hearts, that they might walk in all #4 
_ well-plealing before him, and in the end have fe 
an inheritance amongſt them that are ſancti- /* 
fied, is my ſincere deſire. 


Concerning 


— 


* 1 John iii. 2, 3. +1 John. iii. 6, 9. 


7. Concerning the Reſurrection. 


W E believe firmly, that there will be a 
reſurrection of the juſt and unjuſt, and 
that God will give to every man a reward ac- 
cording to his works, Whether they be good or 
evil;* but ſaith the Apoſtle Paul, Some men will 
ſay, how are the dead raiſed up ? Aud with what | 
2 dy they comes He ſaith to ſuch a. curious 
enquirer, T hou fool, that which thou ſoweſt is not 

quickened except it die; and that which thou ſow- 
ft, thou ſoweſt not that body that /hall be, but bare 
grain, it may chance of wheat or ſome other gram, 
but God grveth it a body as it hath pleaſed him, 
and to every ſeed his own body. All fleſh 1s not the 
Same fleſh; but there is one kind of fle/h of men, 
another fleſh of beaſts, another of fiſhes, and ing her 


, birds; there are alſo celeſtial bodies, ana bodies 


jerreffrial ; but the glory of the celeftial i 1 one, ond 
the glory of the terrefirial is another , this in ome 
glory of the Sun, and another glory of 'he mon, 
and another glory of the flars; for one flar d, 
fereth from another ſtar in glory; Jo alſo 1: the re- 
Surreetion of the dead: It 1s jown in cori, 17 
ts raiſed in incorrupiion; it 18 owl in dliſhumgur, 1 
b raiſed1 in glory ; . 14 1s {own iu Weakneſs, iu, 
ed in power; it is ſown a,ratural body, 1! 4, 


gh 


. — — 


* Rev, XX, 12, 13. 11 Cor. xv. 35. 


ed a ſpiritual body. There is a natural body, and 
there is @ ſpiritual! body.* We believe, if we 
faithfully ſerve the Lord white we ate here, we 
ſhall have ſuch glorified bodies hereatter, as he 
in his wiſdom ſees fit, and that ſatisfies us: But 
the Apoſtle ſaith, 1 Cor. xv. 50. That fleſh and 
| blocd cannot inherit the knigdem of God; neither 
dot li corruption inherit mcorrmuption. Now what 
we deſire is, that all may know a part in the 
- firſt reſurrection; Bleſſed and holy is he that hath 
part in the firſt reſurrection; on ſuch the ſecond 
. death hath no power. F The true Chriſtians knew 
That they were paſſed from death to life, becauſe 
they loved the brethren : He, faith the text, thas 
k:ueth not his brather, abrdeth in death : Fhoſo- 
ever hateth his brother, is a murderer, and no mur- 
derer, ſaith John, hath eternal life abiding in um 
And, faith Paul, ſhe that lives in pleaſure, i dead 
ile ſhe liverth;\| While men and women re- 
main in a ſtate of death and alienation from the 
Lord, they are full of envy and wrath one 
againſt another; and they live to gratify the 
luſtful deſires of the fleſh; we read, That who- 
ſoever doth not righteouſneſs, is not of God, nei- 
ther he that doveth not his brother. & O that all 
would ſeriouſly oonſider of thefe things, for it 
is greatly to be lamented how wide many of 
the profeſſors of Chriſtianity live from the doc- 
trine of Chriſt and the primitive CHriſtians : It 
is as men come to know the fecond Adam, Po 
. r 
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—2 d * + Cor. XV. 35, 37» 38, 39. to 44+ | 
. + Rev. xx. 6. ＋ 1 John iii. 14, 15. 
. 1 Tim. v. 6. 1 John iii. 10. 
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Lord from Heaven, the quickning Spirit, to 


quicken them, and make them alive, that they 
come to love one another as Chriſtrans ought to 


do; and if all did but hve in the ſpirit and doc- 


irine of Chriit, they would not only be full of 
love and good-will one to another, but would 


allo bring, forth other holy and good fruits; 
and they whoſe fruits are unto holineſs, their 
end will be everlaſting life. As men ſow ia 


this world, ſo they may expect to reap in th: 


next; we read, That he that ſows to the Spirit, 
Hall of ; the Spirit reap life everlaſting; and he” 


that fows .to-the fleſh, frall of the fleſh renp cor- 


ruption. Men are not only accountable for 


groſs fins,” but we are told by Chriſt our Lord, 
that a man muſt give an account in the day of 
judgment for every idle word he ſp2ak3z; an 
the wiſe man ſaith, God will bring every work 79 


judgment, with every ſectet thing, whether it be 


god or evil. Now we thin's it not fate for any 
to be too inquiſitive how the dead ſhall be raiſ- 
ed, and with what bodies they ſhatl come; leſt 
that reproof of the Apoitle, . 745 fro, ſhould 


. 


belong to them; but let us all -adeavour to 


hve as becomes the Children of God, that 
when we leave thts world, we may have the 
comfortable anſwer of Well done, enter into the 
Ning dom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world; and all ſuch vill know a glonous 
reſurrection. 


F 4A Oyncerning 
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ed a. ſpiritual body. There is a natural bedy, and 
there is à ſpiritua! body.* We believe, if we 
faithfully ſerve the Lord while we ate here, we 


ſhall have ſuch glonfied bodies hereatter, as he 


in his wiſdom ſees fit, and that ſatisfies us: But 
the Apoſtle ſaith, 1 Cor. xv. 50. That fleſh and 
 blocd cannot inherit the knigdem of Cod; neither 
_ doth corruption inherit incorruption- Now what 
we deſire is, that all may know a part in the 
- firſt reſurrection; Bleſſed and holy is he that hath 


part in the firſt reſurrection; on ſuch the ſecond 


. death hath no power. The true Chriſtians knew 
That they were paſſed from death to life, becauſe 


they loved the brethren : He, faith the text, 2 

k:ueth not his brother, abrdeth in death : NVioſo- 
ever hateth his brother, 45 a murderer, - and na mur- 
derer, ſaith John, hath eternal hife abiding in um 
And, faith Paul, ſhe that lives in pleaſure, as dead 
<ohule fhe liverh,\ While men and women re- 


main in a ſtate of death and alienation from the 


Lord, they are full of envy and wrath one 
againft another; and they live to gratify the 


luſtful defires of the fleſh; we read, That who- Þ 
oe ver doth not righteouſneſs, is not of God, net- . 


ther he that loveth not his brother. & O that all 
would ſeriouſly conſider of theſe things, for it 


is greatly to be lamented how wide many of | 


the profeſſors of Chriſtianity live from the doc- 
trine of Chriſt and the primitive Chriftians : It 
is as men come to know the fecond Adam, the 

| Lord 


— 


e 


7 = * + Cor. xv. 35, 37» 38, 39. to 44. 
.+ Rev. xx. 6. t 1 John iii. 14, 15. 
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Lord from Heaven, the quickning Spirit, te 
quicken them, and make them alive, that they 
come to love one another as Chritrans ought to 
do; and if all did but hve inthe ſpirit and doc- 
trine of Chriſt, they would not only be full of 
love and good-will one to another, but would 1 
allo bring forth other holy and good fruits; 

and they whoſe fruits are unto holineſs, their 

end will be everlaſting life, As men ſow ia 

S this world, ſo they may expect to reap in th: 

next; we read, That he that ſows to the Spirit,. 

Fall of ; the Spirit reap life everlaſting; and he 

* that fows tothe fleſh, fnall of the fleſh reap cor- 

ruptn. Men are not only accountable for | 

S groſs fins, but we are told by Chriſt our Lo:d, | 

that a man muſt give an account in the day of 

judgment for every idle word he ſp23k3; and | 

the wiſe man ſaith, God will bring every work 79 

judgment, with'every : ſecret: thing, Whether it be 

god or evil. Now we thin it not file for any 
to be too inquiſttive how the dead ſhall be raiſ- 
ed, and with what bodies they thatl come; leſt 
that reproof of the Apoſtle, 7/45 frc;, ſhould 
belong to them; but let us all adeavour to 
hve as becomes the Children of God, that 
when we leave this world, we may have the 
comfortable anſwer of Well done, enter into the 

Ning dom prepared for you from the foundation of 

the world; and all fuch will know a glonous 

refurrection. 
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8. Concerning Swearing, 


E do not only deny vain, raſh and falſ- 
ſwearing, but we allo conſcientiouſly 
refuſe to ſwear in any caſe, or on any account 
:* whatſoever, becauſe we believe that our Sa- 
viour, Mat. v. 33, 34, 35, 36, 57. did poſi- 
tively forbid all twearing, for he faith, Agaiu, 
ye have heard, that it hath been ſaid by them of 
old time, thou halt not forſwear thyſelf, but ſhalt 
ferform” unto the Lord thine oaths. But [ ſay 
z1nto v, Swear not at all; neil hier by heaven, 
for it is God's throne, nor by the earth, for 1t is 
tus feotftocl;,, neither by Jeruſalem, fer it 1s the 
city of the great king : neither ſhalt thou ſwear by 
thy head, becauſe thou canſt not make «one hair 
white or black. But let your communication be 
Yea, Yea; Nay, Nay ; for whatſoever is more 
than "thef e, cometh of evil, From which it is very 
plain, that as they of old, allowed true ſwear- 
ung, but forbad ſwearing, or perjury; ſo our 
Saviour here forbids both the one and the other, 
declaring, without any exception, that what- 
foever is more than Zea, Tea, Nay, Nay; 
cometh of evil. As for profane, vain and raſh 
{wearing, it was alſo forbidden under the law; 
for the third command ſaith, Thou ſhalt not take 
rhe name F the Lerd thy God in vain, fer he will 


in 


99 


not hold him. guilileſs, that taketh his name in vam.* © | 
And as this our conſcientious refuſal of an vath, _ 
in all caſes, is grounded upon the expreſs com- 


mand of Chriſt , we have great cauſe to be 
thankful to the king and government, - for their 
favour, by enaCting, that our word, or Af- 
firmation ſhall paſs in caſes of evidence, in- 


ſtead of an oath. . For many of our elder 


friends underwent great and. grievous ſuffer- 


ings, by fines, confiſcations, baniſhments, and 
impriſonments to death, for this their Chri/tian - 
teſtimony. Swearing is now become fo com 


mon, that it may with ſorrow be obſerved, 


that vain and profane ſwearing abounds; mul- 


titudes in their common converſation, being, 


guilty of it, in open defiance and violation, 


beth of the laws. of God and man. 


It is very much to be defired, that all who 


prafeſs themſelves to be followers of Chriſt, 


may live in. ſubjection to the fpirit of Chriſt in 
themſelves, which leads into all truth, and con- - 


ſequently to ſpeak truth on all occaſions : men 


and women under this influence, may be very 


ſafely truſted. ; And it is a reproach to any 
under the denomination of Chrzſtans, that they 


cannot bedepended upon for the truth of what : 
they ay. Religion, however, „is not yet at fo . 
Jow an ebb, but that there are many honeft 


well-minded people of different profeihons and 
F 3. — 


* Exod, xx. 7. 
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perſuaſions, who have gained ſo great credit 
and reputation amongſt ſuch as' know them, 

that they are, and can be relied on for the 

truth of what they write or ſpeak. And were 

all to live up to the doctrine of Chriſt, there 

would be no occaſion. for ſwearing to awe 

-men into truth ſpeaking ; for the fear of God, 

which is a ſtronger and more forcible tye 

+, than any oath that ever can be made, would 
always oblige and engage them thereunto. 


The people called Quakers are not the only 
people principled againſt fwearing. The Men- 
noniſts in Holland, and in the United Provinces, 
they, and their Anceſtors, have for a long ſe- 
ries of time conſtantly refuſed to take an oath 
in any caſe whatſoever; and the ſtates have fo 

jt far indulged them, as to eſtabliſh, that their 
word ſhall paſs in evidence, inſtead of an oath; 
ſubjecting: them who falſify their words, to the 
ame penalties as thoſe who are guilty of per- 
jury; Which we hold. to be very juſt and rea- 
ionable. The primitive CHriſtians did generally 
refuſe to ſwear; and it is obſervable, that 
when their cruel perſecutors ſometimes called 
| upon them to ſwear, they returned this ſhort 
anſwer, / am a Chriſtian. Divers of the ancient 
Fathers, and Martyrs, and early reformers, 
were of the ſame ſentiments on this ſubject ; 
Fee treatiſe of oaths, where the reader will find 
many weighty reaſans. againſt all manner of 
ſwearing, ſupported by the example and prac- 
tice of eminent (%iſtians, Martyrs, and Re- 


formers, 


— ̃¶ — —— 
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foriners, in divers ages of Chriſtianily; and ay 
this ſubject is thoroughly diſcuſſed in that rea- 

!iſe, and a full anſwer there given to the ſeve- 
ral objections uſually made on this head, the 
reader will find it well worth his peruſal ; a few 
quotations out of which ſaid treatiſe, tranſerib- | 
ed from William Penn's works, vol. I. p. 626, 
627, 636, 655, 65% are as follows; 


LOL Cres. *: 


The firſt teſtimony recorded againſt ſwear- 
* ing, after the Apoſtles times, was that of 
* PoLYCARPUs, who had lived with the Apo- | 
+ ſtles, and was ſaid to have been Diſciple to | 
John, not the leaſt of the Apoſtles :_ For at | 
* his death, when the governor bid him /aear, | 
* defy Chriſt, &c. he ſaid, four/core and fix years 
* have 1 ſerved him, yet hath he never offended 
* me in any thing. The Procon/jul ſtill urged. 
and ſaid, Swear by the fortune of Cæſar; to 
* whom Polycarpus anſwered, F thou requireſt 
* this vain glory, that 1 proteſt the fortune of 
Cæſar, as thou ſayeſt, feigning thou knoweſt-uot 
* who] am, hear ficely, | [ am. a Chriſtian. | 
* This good man began his fourſcore and fixth | 

year about twenty years after James wrote, 
* Above all things, my brethren, ſwear not; and 
* ſeveral years before John the Apoſtle de- 
* ceaſed, for he is called his diſciple.* See his 

| hiſtory 


— 
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* He ſuffered martyrdom at Smyrna about the year 167, 
+ See the following teftimony of Baſilides. 


„ 
Itory and commendations in Euſebiuss Ecel 
Hit. Lib. 4. Cap. 15. 


2. JUSTIN: MARTYR.* 


p11. 2. pro. Chrifiants ad Auton. Bum. Oper. p. 6j « +, 
© It was ſome time before his ſuffering tu tt 
* Fuſtin Martyr, who.is the firſt we find writ 5 
ing of it, publiſhed an 4pology for the Cr tr 
tians in the year 180, as hicaſelf faith; andi / 
fſecond ae. that, wherein-he tells us, aft” fi 
© the doctrine. of his Maſter, that we Pronld nal ti 
© ſwearat all; Auf als ſpeak the truth. H fl 
that is Chriſt, hath as commanded, (wear na te 
at all; but fer your Nea be Nea, and your * 5 
© Nay; and tua is more than theſe, is of evi 
See his praiſe and martyrdom in * ſoon © / 
after Peſyrarprs. * la 
* 1s 
yg PONE-ICUSand BLANDINA jc n 
Euſeb; Eccle/. Hit. Lib. 5. Cap, 1. 
* Under the ſame emperor, viz. Antanim « 
* Phalo/ophus, (ſays Euſebius) ſaffered alſo Pm. K 
* ticus of 15 years of age, and Blandina a vir. f. 
gin, with all kind of bitter torments; the « ly 
* tormentors now and then urging them 1. bj 
* ſwear, which mey conſtantly refuted.” * 
+» 4. BASH, 
— — — ond 4. 


1 ee was put to death at Rome, being ſcourged, and 
afterwards beheaded, Anno 168. 

+ Ponticus a youth of fitteen years of age, ſuffetel 
mattyrdom, together with Blandina, about the Year 17/18 f 


4 — — — — 
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4 BASILIDES. 4 
Euſeb. Eccl. Hiſt. Lib. 6. Cap. 4. | 


* And in another emperor's reign, viz. Se- 
verus, Baſilides, a ſoldier of authority among 
the hoſt, being appointed to lead Potamiena 
i © to execution, and by her convinced of the 
„truth in Chriſt, was after a while required to 
1.8 © ear, but he affirmed plainly, it was not lat | 
te ful for him to ſevear; for, ſaid he I am a Chriſ- | 
e tian. He did not lay the unlawfulneſs upon 
that oath, but upon ſwearing at all. The hit- 
wlll tory only ſays, his companions would have | 
him ſwear upon ſome occaſion or other, not | 
1/8 mentioning by what, his anſwer was, / 75 un- | 
ons © lawful for me to ſavear,, and why ? Becauſe, | 
* faith he, I am a Chiiſtian: the conſequence | 
is plain, Chriftians took no oaths, therefore | 
not their oaths.” | 


5. CHRYSOSTOM. 


* Chry/oftom in his days, about the year 398, 
Ja man very famous in the church, and there- 
fore ſtiled the golden doctor, in his 15th homi- | 
ly on Genefis, ſaith, a Chriſtian muſt flee oaths | 
* by all means, hearing the ſentence of Chriſt, 
which ſaith, It was ſaid to them of old, ye /hall 
2%, for/ſwear, but I ſay unto you, ſwear not. at 1 
all. Let none ſay therefore, I ſwear ny XI 
| Ju 


0 


— 
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7% He was beheaded at Alexandria about che year 204. 


g 
' 


* 


* William, Swinderhy,, IMilliam Sawtry, JW Ui 
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« juſt baſineſs: It is not lawful to /wear, nc 
* ther in a juſt nor unjuſt thing.” 


6. The WALDENSE S: 


The ancient * 7Yaldenſes, we have good 
cauſe to ſay, denied the taking of any oath 
in what ſenſe the 3 andy Chriſtians and La- 
thers refuſed, and that was all together : ta 
be ſure their enemies charged them with it 
* for above three hundred years, and we can- 
not find that they then denied the charge 
* we ſuppoſe none will attempt to prove they 
* did, for they were well known in the world 
+ as to this particular. 


A 


* 


J. JOHN WICK LIFE F. 
John Micfliq, an Engliſhman, and in lis 


| © time divinity profeſſor of Oxford, famous for 


© his learning and godly courage, in oppugning 
the doctrines and pracliſe of Rome, in ta: 
time of Edward.the third, and Richard the jt 


© condj about the year 1370, was accuſed, 
-* among other things, for mamtaming, that al 


© oaths which be made For any contract, er cid 
«©. bargain, betwixt men and man, are antawful, 


8. PROTESTANT MARTYR? 


« .Tokn Hiſs, Jerom of Prague, I alter Britt, 
| * 77 94 
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About the year 1310, 
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« White, William Thorp, Michael Sadler, and 


others, who ſuffered death for the Proteſtant 


* cauſe, are recorded to have refuſed all /wear- 
ing, in any caſe, public or private. 


Er 
The Concluſion. 


H AVING made the foregoing obſerva- 
tions, which are left to the, reader's ſeri- 
ous conſideration ; what I greatly deſire is, that 
all may came to the practical part of true reli- 
gion and chriſtianity ; for although a man may 
believe (according to the Scripture) in God, 
who created the heavens and the earth, and 


formed it to be inhabited. See Iſa. xlv. 18. 


And alſo believe, that Chriſt was conceived by 
the Holy Ghoſt, born of the Virgin Mary, and 
that he wrought many wonderful miracles, and 
ſuffered death upon the croſs, as he was man, 
for he could not die as he was God, and that 
he was dead and buried, and roſe again, and 
aſcended up to heaven, and that he is alſo 
come again by his ſpirit into men's hearts; al- 
though a man may believe all theſe great truths, 
and all the articles of the Chriſtian faith; all 
this will not entitle him to a part in the king- 
dom of God, unleſs he come to live an holy 
life; for we read, That without halineſs no man 
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ſhall ſee the Lord * Thou beheveſt, ſaith the 
Apoſtle, there is one God; thou doft well: The 
devils alſo believe and tremble. But wilt thou 
know, O vai man, that faith without works 1; 
dead. For as the body without the ſpirit is dead, fo 
faith without works-1s dead. I He ſaith, Seu 
' me thy faith without thy works, and I will ſhew 
thee my faith by my works.\| The ſaints faith 
gave them victory, and wrought by love, to 
the purifying of their hearts. The practical 
part of Chri/tram!t; is too much wanting amongſt 
many of them that profeſs to be the followers 
of Chriſt. To viſit the widow and fatherleſs in 
their affliction, and to keep themſelves unſpotted 
from the world,F is the religion which will avail 
men in a dying hour. Itis very good for 
thoſe unto whom the Lord has opened his hand 
wide, and bleſt with a plentiful ſhare of theſe 
low things, to be full of bowels of compaſſion 
towards them that are in want and diſtreſs, and 
to ſtand up for the right of the widow and fa- 
thetleſs, this is one part of true Coffin: 
but to wrong and oppreſs the widow and fa- 
therleſs, is the reverſe of Chriſtianity; many, 
not only amongſt us, but, I hope, alſo among 
other ſocieties, have ſo much of the fear of 
God, that they hate this. The ſcripture faith, 
T hat the fear of God is to hate pride and arrogancy, 
| and the evil way. The more men live in the 
rr W fear 
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. Heb; xii. 14. + James ii, 19, 20. f James ii. 20. 
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fear of God, there is the greater hatred in their 


hearts agaiit ill things; but many for want 


of his, have fallen into very bad company, and 


evil things, whereby they have brought great 
rum and contempt upon themſelves. Bad 


any has been the overthrow of many. Ay, 
Sox, | faith the wiſe man, If ſinners entice thee, 


reading of corrupt 14 ill books; ſo that ſore 
from reading of A heiſtical books, have ar- 
rived to a great degree of Ather/m. But it is 
very profitable to read the Holy Scriptures, 
which proceeded from the good ſpirit of God, 
as people read them in the ſame ſpirit from 
which they did proceed; and there are allo a 
great many other good .books, that are 
written by ſuch as did fear God, which do 
greatly tend to promote piety and virtue, and 
are very profitable to be read, 


Great controverſies have been, and yet arc 
among the profeſſors of Chriftianity, about re- 
ligion : one ſaith one thing, and another ano- 
ther; to that I believe many well- minded peo- 
Fle are at. a very great ſtand to know which 

1s 
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conſent not. The enemy of men's happineſs | 
doth often make uſe of ill inſtruments to draw 
people iirto ill things; and as many have been 
drawninto very wrong and ill things, by keep- | 
ing ol looſe and bad company, fo I believe 
many have been greatly corrupted through - 
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is the right way: now the apoſtle Peter, by 
the direction of the Holy Ghoſt, has told us, 
That God is no reſpecter of perſons, but in every 
nation, he that fears God, and works righteouſ- 
refs, is accepted with Him. Now he.e are the 
terms and conditions clearly laid down, upon 
which acceptance with God ſtands; and this is 
what we deſire all people may come to be 
found in the practice of, that ſo all bitterneſs 
and envy one againſt another, about religion, 
might ceaſe and come to an end, that truih 
and righteouſneſs may flouriſh in the earth. 


If all did but truly live in the fear of God as 
they ought to do, there would be an holy har- 
mony among the children of- men, and love, 
peace, mercy, truth, juſtice and equity, would 
abound among them; but for want of tis, 
how doth ſtrife, envy, injuſtice and oppreſſion 
abound, even amongſt many of them who 
profeſs to be the diſciples and followers of 
Chriſt, O that the children of men had but in 
their own experience, what great reward and 

eace there 1s 1n living in the fear of God, and 
in keeping of his commands, then they would 
ſerve him with pleaſure; for there is peice and 
comfort in obeying and ferving the Lord, be- 
yond what any are ſenſible of, except thoſe 
that have it in their own experience; ſo that | 
believe many pious aud. good. people are 

| thankful 


— o 1 


4 Acts X. 35. 


* ———— 
— — 
— — — 


=; 


words, that they were prevailed upon to ſerve 
Him, | 


And ſuch are concerned in heart, that others 
might alſo be gained upon to ſerve the Lord, 
that ſo they might be truly happy; it is for 
this end, that many of our religious good 
fnends have travelled from one land and 
country to another, in hazard of their lives ; 
it is alſo upon this ac@punt, that many have 
appeared in print, that if poſſible, they might 
be inſtrumental to gain upon the children of 
men, to fear and ſerve the Lord; for if men 
obſerve a thouſand outward obſervations, 1f 
they do not obey the Lord, they will not all 
render them acceptable in his ſight: Samuel 
told Saul, That obedience was better than ſacri- 
fice, and to hearken to the voice of Gad, was 
| better than the fat of rams. / 
| 


When it pleaſed God to reach to the Apoſtle | 


Paul, and bring him to partake of his love and 
| goodneſs, how did his bowels yearn for his re- 
| lations and kinsfolks-after the fleſh, that they 
| might be gained up n to ſerve the Lord. And 
| his love did not only reach to them, but to 

mankind umverſally ; for in his firit epiſtle to 
| Timothy, he ſaith, / enhort that prayers and 
intercgſſions, &c. be made for all men ;* and the 

G 2 Apoſtle 
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thankful beyond what they can expreſs in 
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Apoſtle aboured as in Olrift's flead, that men 
might be reconciled to God. O what could a 
true Chri/ttan, that hath the mind of Ch:iſt, go 
through, that men might he won upon to 

ſei ve God truly, that ſo they might experience 
the love and goodneſs of God in themſelves :; 
{or the nature of the love of God is ſuch, that 
„hen it prevails in men's hearts, then they de- 
ſire that others might come to ſhare thereof 
with them, as the good man of old ſaid, Came 
taſte and ſee that the Lord is good. It is when 
men are truly prevailed upon, by the power 
of divine love, that they come to be in love 
mY Gcd, and to run the ways of his com- 

nands with chearf ulneſs; for if there were no 

| 80 rewards and puniſhments, that peace 
and comfort which they en Joy, Who truly ſerve 
the Lord, 1s very encouraging to them to per- 
jevere therein. Friendly reader, if thou. be- 

| lievcſt the death and ſufferings of the Lord 
Jeſus Chiift, who was crucified without the 
gates of JanHſalem, according as the holy ſerip- 
iures relate, Jet net this ſatisfy thee, but be 
ccncerned mat thou mayſt know the Lord to 
car rule; and ſet vp, his kingdom in thy heart, 
then will 'it⸗ be caly, 10 for thee to do the will of 

\Gecd, and K ecpeh fs. Cemmends. And if thou 
haſt a value and eſtecm or the holy Seriptures, 
do not ſatis: y. thyſelf with only reading the ex- 
perienccs cf the holy men of Gcd, that ſpake 
what they were witneſſcs of, who knew © a being 

waſhed by the water of rageneration, but ſeek, | 

that OIL 
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that thou mayſt alſo come to the experience 
thereof in thyſelf, And if thou art conſcien- 
tious for the outward water baptiſm, and bread 
and wine, be careful thou do not reſt in the 
outward obſervations, ſhort of that inward and 
ſpiritual baptiſm and communion, which the 
good Chriftiens of old witneſſed; that through _ | 
the enjoyment thereof, thou may grow be- | 
yond the uſe of the outward and viſible figns : 

and as thou findeſt that ſome of old knew an 
overcoming of the enemy of their ſouls, and 

received power to become the ſons of God, 

conſider what victory thou haſt gotten over 

the enemy in thyſelf. And as fome people 

have been too inquiſitive how the dead ſhould 

be rarfed, and with: what bodies they ſhould 

come, let it be thy great concern to know 

thou art raiſed out of the grave of ſin and 

iniquity, that thou mayſt walk with the Lord in 

newneſs of life, and live to his praiſe and glo- 

„y, Whilſt thou haſt a being here, that ſo thou 

mayſt attain to the reſurrection of the juſt | 
hereafter. 2 


As the Lord in his wonderful love and | 
ercy, hath ſent the Son of his dear Jove, the 
ord Jeſus Chriſt, to die for the children of | 
nen, whilſt they were enemies to him; Iten- | 
cily deſire that all may conſider the great 
ove of God to them therein; and as he is the 
vntam and author of all the gocd that we 
cee, it is greatly to be deſired that his long 
21bearance, great goodneſs, and manifold 
mercies 
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mercies extended to the children of men, 
might engage them to care and watchfulneſs: 
we read that the long- ſuffering of God waited 
in the days of Noak, while the Ark was prepar- 
ing;* and when the Lord had long ſtriven with 
them by his holy ſpirit, and they would not 
be gained upon, then he deſtroyed them all, 
fave only eight perſons that were in the Ark. 
It is not long ſince the peſtilence did very 
much prevail in France, by which many thou- 
ſands were (wept away. Now as the Lord 
has mercifully ſpared the people of theſe coun- 
tries, and the Brit Iſles adjacent, in length- 
ning a day of mercy to them; I deſire that his 
great goodneſs and long forbearance may lead 
them to repentance and amendment of lite; 
for the Lord, as a tender father, ſeeks to en- 
dear the children of men to-himſelf, by his 

* Kindneſs and love. 


And friendly reader, that thou and all me 
may be prevailed upon, to walk humbly witi 
God, and live ſuch pious and holy lives, thu 
the great and good end for which the Los 
has made man, and given him a being up0 
the earth, to ſhgw forth his praiſe and glory 
may be anſwered, that thou and they may b 

happy to all eternity, is the ſincere delire 6 
one of the people called Quakers, * 


Benjamin HOL Mr 
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2. Pet. iu. 28. + Gen. vi. 3 21, 22. 


If the reader deſires a more full and parti- 
cular account of our principles, there is an 
Apology written by RoBERT BARCLAx, 
which has been printed in Enghh, Lain, High 


to which he 1s referred, 


and Low Dutch, French, Spaniſh, and Dam/h, 


= 23. 24 Yon 8 


- 


— 


